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LAS Ht which « determmed concerning all them that will ive 
NSF-a@&2 Godly in Chriſt [eſus, chat they muſt ſuffer Perſecuri- 
un IF ON, & (and hath long been) the Lot of the Presbyrerian 
bf My Church of Scotland; and 4 Generation of Men have thus 
STAR exerciſed ber for many Tears by Severitts hardly paralletl'd 
ALRY «among Proteftants: And now when ther Hands are ned. 
they can no more thus aff11t * her, their Tongues and Pens ave let loofe to 
ber without mercy, by the moſt virulent Invelives, and the mof! Horrid 
1 and Calummies that their Vit can invent; there are more ways than one by 
«the Serpent caſterh out of his 'mquth waters as a Flood, that the 
ſoman may be carried away of it. We hoped m the little revivingthat the 
nd bath geen us from our Bondage; to have bad no diverſion from feeding 
Flocks over whichthe Holy, Ghoſt hath made us Overſeers : But onr 
dverſaries will force wa unto a leſs pleaſing Wark, which « yet alſo neceſſary 
the continuance of the Truth and Purity of the Goſpel' with the P eople of 
| They are the Aſſulants, and we muſt «ft the part of Defendants, wih- 
whuh nece(aty I :hould not have troubled the ' Reader with the following 
1. It was judged neceſſary, not by me only, but by them 1yhoſe Opinion 
Authority 1 do juſily reverence; mm obedience to which, it was written 
or ſix HAontbs agoe, but was by ſeveral Accidents hichertd kepr from comt- 
forth to che Light. Weare tor Peace (even with them who have noe 
differed from ws2 but dealt hardly with ut, and ate willing to receive ſuch 
bem «+ are qualified te be Mimifters of the Goſpel } bar” When we ſpeak 
eg. tho' we are filent, and neuher ſpeak nor aft againſt ' any of them but ſuch 
Goſpel declares to be unſavoury Salt) they are for War; awd laboar to 
u odiexs ro Mankind, but eſpecially to our Rulers. 
Befide this Pamphlet, ſeveral other Prints bave been emutitd by thefe Men, 
ung partly Hiſlorical paſſages full of Lies and Reproaches, and partly ſalſe 
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| The PREF ACE. 
and ſpightful repreſentations of our Principles and way : To which an tAnſ 
Juch « they needor deſerve, thall ere long be given, if the Lord permit” 'Fþ 
this hath not ſooner been done, hath been 1n 4 great meaſure cauſed by the m 
titude of matters of Fat narrated in them, ſaid to be done im arvers placesef | 
Nation, far remote one from another, to-all which it was neceſſary to ſend for ye 
ting 4true Account of theſe things, and there Leing but one Copy of each ofth 
Books that wecould find in all Scotland, the ſeveral Pe far the dwvers; 
of the Country behoved to be tranſeribed: and diſperſed, before Information ah 
them could be had, whuh could not shun torequre a long time; and whent) 
Informations were obtained, ſome other things fell un, winch did yet bonger ret 
the Anſwer, wich 1s now inrended to be haftened 4s ſoon 44 may be. Inthum 
fer our Adverſaries have uſed apiece o + unring, whach 1s, that theſe Books 
ſpread m England only, where the things contained inthem could not be 
norexamined : But Scotland ( where mofl Readers could have diſcovered 
falsbood of their Allggations ) there never was one of them to be found maT 
ſeller's Shop : But veritas non quezrit Angulos. | 
1 shall not anticipate what is to be [aid in anſwer to the Books mentioned, d 
foa Letter of the ſame flrain, very lately come fiom the Preſi, onlv u .ma/ 
thought flrange, thatthe Men wuh whom we have to do, thould make ſuch Tr 
gical Outcries about t'ew Sufferings, when it may be made appear that mthe 
T wes when Tatratlas, b-5-þ from their hand, any one of many whom 
be inflanced, ſuffered more Hardship and barbarous Cruelty, than all oft 
bave endured. 1t ts alſo unaccountable that they should on this occaſion forego 
the Church «s they do, while very few (not above a dozen, if I miſtake net ) b 
ſuffered by the Sentence of any Church <205:208 and theſe for Scandals thu 
man will bave the brow toplead for : And if two or three of them have been 
ſured on ſlender grounds, 4s is alledged ; not only our Church did give ex) 
warmng to Pres byteries agam#t this Praftice : But the lute General Aﬀemt 
hath Committed tt ro ſome of the graveſt and 'moFt expcrienctd of their num 
fo review ſuch Proceſies ( where Appeal or Complaint hath been made ) an 
relieve them who are mjured. end uisevident to all who know our prafit 
and can judge of them without partiality, that the Presbyteriam Chw 
S co; hath at this ſuntfture uſed all due mean: to make her Moderti 
known toall Men, believmg that the Lord is at hand, who'wll judge betn 
us and them who thew ſuch fight againſt us; to whoſe Pudgmevr, andte 
| Cenſure of unbyſſed Men, when they have beard both Partigs;- and wadeth 
eur marierss we refer our Cauſe. pon Gn | 
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HUR CH SCOTLAND: 
yan Anſwer to a Paper, Intituled, Some Queſtions con- 
ming Epiſcopal and Presbyterial Government in Scotland; 
berein the latter ts vindicated from the Arguments and Ca- 
mics of that Author ; ang the former is miade appear to be 
ranger in that Nation.” T_- b 
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?. \ 
\ O apparently weak and inconſequential are the Reaſonings of this 
Pamphleter, that nothirig could make it reaſonable, for a Man - 
'*who hath few ipare hooks From more negeffary wark, to under- 
take an Anſwer, except” the Advice that the Wiſe 'man giveth 
"Prov. 26.5 forwe hind it to'be the Genius of lome of his Paley, 
bey find thar Scripture and Reaſon cannot, and Authonty will nor, 
; eir tottering Cauſe, to betake themſelves ro clamorous lies and 
, and charging others, (as ſometimes Children do ) with the ſame 
8 which themſelves are moſt culpable; as 10 alate piece, intituled, 
wrt of the preſent Petſecution of the Church of Scottand by the Preſ- 
. And to write ( withor without reaſon, ſeemethto be much the 
ith them) ſomerhing that may prevail with rheir caſie and byafled 
dls; for fome men are more ashamed to ſay nothing, then to ſay 
pto purpoſe, ; | NY 
, He beginneth in his Title page with ſome Teſtimonies of King 
VL. againſt the Presbyrerians. ' To which two things may be ſaid: 
at King James, in an atter Edition of his Bafilcon Doron, did declare 
"Wet gone but ſuch as Arab aprifts and Familifls. 2. Weſerin oppoſiti- 
| 7 Afſertion, another faying of the ſame Royal Author, mentioned 
—_ | EY | OE 
HY preface taketh notice of two oppolite Narratives congernin 
hicy ! the dne'to the At reſtoring 1t 1662. the other to' the 'A 
Kit was abolished 1699. whether of theſe contain moſt Truth and 
Iy,is not to be judged of, but by.entring onthe Merits of the Cauſe; 
Pamphlct ; with this Anfwer rout, thay contribute ſome lighr 
to 
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toit. But that ke ſuppoſeth Epiſcopacy to be beſt fitted to keep oy 
relie, Is prats difium: and the falthood of it 15 manifeſt, if wee 
Popery to be Herelze; yhe. Abominations of which aroſe, and pre 

under that Government of the Church in this Nation ; what might 
effects in other Churches, -we do not now conſider. Andour expe 
may inform us what ſteps have beeri made,' not only toward tlie Sup 
tons, but even the DoFtrineg of: Bopery under its Vings, ſince its re 
ration. * And kow Arminianiſm'hath been warmed; and pot life by 

| fluence in S:zor/and, is too well known. He cannot be ignorant of 
K. Faves VI, (whole Authority in matters of Truth, he often brit 
an Argument) uſcd tofay of Presbytery, as managed in Seatland, 7] 
Errour could get footy there, while Kugh-Se (tons, Prebyteries, Synod 
General Aſſemblies food in their force. Wharevil ſpeaking aud reviling 
1sin the Bri:f and True Account of the Suffermgs ofthe Church of Scc 
occaſioned by the Epiſcopalians ſince the Year 166. I know not WM, 
having ſcen thax Book: Bur I am ſure his Party is in male fide to call 
it, their ſtile being ſuchto the life, not in this Pamphler only, but 
cially m thoſe before mentoned, _ | 
$4. Thefirſt of his Queſtionsis, Whether Presbytery (45 comrayWMP, 
Epiſcopagy reflored in Scotland 1662.) was ſettled by Law, when the P d 
Religion came to have the Legal Eflabluhmentin that Kingdom ? Which 
ſtion may be two ways underſtood, and neither of them much to hifi, 
poſs either, whether the Proteſtant Religion, when ir was ſetled by. 

ound Presbytery already eſtablished; which is a foolish Queſtio 

whoever. heard of Presbytery under regnant Popery ;. we deny not 
Copacy'to be as old as Popery: or, whether ProrManiſm and PreciiſfÞ 
were by Law eſtablished at the ſame inſtant : neither is rhis Queli 
the preſent purpoſe ; for it is enough to shew the Opinion of the ON ** 
of Scotfand: (as foon as reformed) about.Church Government, ifc 
verfaries cannot make it appear that ſhe chuledto be governed by Ri 
And it we can shew that Presbytery was the Government practiſed... 
trom the begianing of the Reformation; and that it was by Law;; 
Iished; as ſoon agany fixed Government could be.ſettled. Andpoc 
ſons may be given why it was not doneat the very firſt. Firft, The 
and [dolatry of that way were ſo groſs,.and ef fuch immediate hazar 
Souls of People, that iris ng wonder that our Reformers mindedthM. ©. 
and mainly, and thought it a preat ſtep to get theſe removed, fo thillld,<; 
rook ſome more time to cool abourthe refarming of the Goycm by. 
the Church. Secondly, was impoſſible at firſt,when the Nation mii 
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lngrout of Popery, to get dedihpetibt Number of Minifters and 
mn, who might manage the Govervment bf the Church'; but rhis be- 
Ito be a work of time; But what they aid in this, and What was 
Sntiments' about Church Order, we shall afterhaye vecafion to 
We. , . | . | «S \ 
{5. Toward the Reſolution of his firſt Queſtion, he tells us, in ſeve- 
urticulars, wherein all the diſpute 15, that 1s intrinſick to the Notion 
urch Government; which his Queſtion he ſtateth with no great chew 
krſtand.ng in. theſe Controverſies. But that I iufiſt not on,that which 
xe chiefly to be obſerved 'is,that he overlooketh that which is the chiet 
the only ) Queſtion, on which our Controverſie with the Prelariſts 
tum; vis. Whether the Govefnmment ot the Church shovls be i11 
ends of a ſingle Perſon, or ofa Community ? whether the Rulers ot 
Church ought to manage that Work in parity, or One should manage 
Sppreme; and the Reſt in ſubordiiiation to him. "The diſtorzed notion 
Moderator in Church Meetings that he hath taken up,ſeemethto miſ- 
limin this matter; for we will not yeild that the Moderator,quetalsNis 
ich Governourznor that he hath any Juriſdi&tion over his Brethreg; 
power 15 meerly ordinative, not deciſive, tb be the mouth of the meet- 
tor to be their Will or commandipg Fatulty ; to keep order inthe 
ef and managing what cometh before-rhert'; riot to determine what is 
ec among them. The Authortalketh at'tandomie, nat konwing what 
bh, nor whereof he affirnjeth, whiet! he ſPeaketh ot our eleQion of a 
rator, as done by the Clergy ( as he ſpeaketh ) Lay-Eldersand Deacons: 
tere was it ever heard of that Deacons had a Vote in Presbyteries or 


Ws among Scotch Pres byterians; we count them'( though they are 
" of Divine appointineot,” et). the Servants of the Church, .not 
Rulers ; they are employed & 


ut her Goods, not 18 the Govern- 


þ He aflerteth that the Proteſtant Religion was by Law eſtabliched 
we 1567.and the Conftitution,of Bighops remained ag the Legal eſtab- 
at, and that Presbytery*was not Lefzally ſettled fill 6 2. a res 


, and OnjeEionk that ke gbvaateth againſt it, 1 shall conſider, after 
given atrue Hiſtorical Acotnpt of the being and eſtablishment ot 
cry in this Nation. 'T wo things we thaintain as to this; theformer 
| _ —_— acy, but a Corona vis. orb es ww rs 
| Church a in cominune,. ant, zn parity, had .Place in xb; 
bla Ns DPEA RAY 199 font Apdbats? "Tha 
F, That not Epiſcopaty, But Precbyray, wai the Governtabpir.. 
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of the Church of Scotland a5 ſoon as it was reformed from Popery. Fe 
former, Though we aſſert not that the firſt Chriſttang'in Scoriana had} 
"byrery in all che Modes of it, as we have; neither can we atraintheif 
nowledge of rhe Actingy of theſe Times by any Records that are let 
yet that there was a Parity, and no Prelacy among the Church Ryſ. 
Scotland: For all agree that Donald (who entred upon the Govern 
in the Year 199.) was the firſt Chriſtian King in Scotland, thoug" iti; 
onally chovght, by the beſt Hiſtorians, that, Chriſtianity was embracy 
many of the People before that ; And Baron affirmeth, That the Sea 
ceived the Chriſtian Faith from Pope ior; (had,he ſaid in his time 
Should have aſſented fully,but whar he ſaith is enough to ur purpoſe] 
was Bishop of Rowe trom 194 to20J. And itis clear from Harony, 
the current of Hiſtorians,tiat 'Pallaque was the firlt Bishop of the $ 
(Spondan. Epit. Annal. Baron. ad Arnum C brift 43 1. p. (mihs) 592. hath 
words , Sanitus Proſper miſſum ait Palladium ordipatumn promum Epiſce 
Scoros.) He was ſent thither by Pope Celeſtine,vgho alcanded that Char 
424. So that the Scorch Chriſtians [ived without Bishops for about 3:0 
until Popery and its Appendices did overſpread the World, hat 
l1&dged by ſome, that Blade was ſent to convert the Scots, 1s cont 
Beda, who tells us ib. 1. cap 13. that he was ſent ad Stotos in Chrifiu 
dehites. And what others alledge, that he was lent to the 11h in In 
whothen were called Scers, is without ground, Fpr.1 Beds Fiift. bb. 1. 
(heweth whom he meaneth by Seots, to wit, thoſe that were leperated 
the Britains by the-two Seas, which he theweth to be Clyde and 
2. Patrick was ſent to them at the ſame time ;- viz... Paladins was of 
Scotland Anno gy1. and Cele{/ine died in the be inning of 132. whoyelf"® 
Parrick to treland; and there 13 ſufficient ground tor this from Ba/ew (if 
by Sir G. Mckenzie againſt St, Aſaph) where it 1s ſaid rhat Palladrus mal 
to Scotland ; that Claruit Anno 4:34 and therefov% could ior Hie to ff” 
room tor Patruk in Ireland 4.31.-artd that he died at Fordon in the 44 
Scotland. Allo Tertullian, who lived in the beginning of the Thifd 
tury, ij l exh of the Scots as then Chriſtians 3 & Brulannorum Ro ; 
acceſſa"loceChnifle vero ſubdua, Which Baronans applies to rhe Scot 
to no ther inchat Ile it can be applied.. Spenhege, Epir. Jag. « 
N.T. Szcul. 3 Se. 2. difiichon bees —_, -: : 


wn efſe Vulgatum, - 
Chriſti tranſats tribus Annis atque ducents 


Do” On Scotia Catholicam .cappit babere dem. > nn fey 
Boſides this, 'it is clear from Beds Hiſt, 4 5 &'8h. $.c, 16, 
| praftiſes. of 
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Obſervation of Eafter and the Tonjure. + Arid that Venerabte Author 
wth them as ignorant of the Canons; and that they knew noting but the 
tmgs of the "Apoftles : Which may give good: ground to think; that it 
glong before that Churchi-Dominktiog, Prelacysy which at laſt they Were; 


dro ſubmit to, got'place among them. / '..) III Tr? pair) 

(7. That Buhops were fetled in Stor/and with the beginning of Chriſtia- 

Iv, Arch- Bishop Sporſwood doth boldly affert, but doth not bring any 

wchers for what he afhrmeth : Neither doth he name_any one of thelc 

thops till Amphibalus, who ( he-ſaith ) ſat-fir (1 Biehop intheilſle lonay or 

wmkill: Bur this was long after Chriſtianity.came mnto Scorana z.to Wits 

the time was now lapſed that the-C'uldees remained inthe: {fleof Han, 

ere Crathelmth ( little leſs thari® hundred Years after Dovai« And the: 

nce of Chriſtianity ) built a Church tor them called Faxum Soderenſe ; 

that they were at leaſt above a Hundred Years without a Bishop. Again, 

ſword 18 alone'in this, all other Hiſtorians: making Palladinsthe firſt: 

hop. Neither is there any ground tothink that Amphubalus was in any 

pree of JuriſdiEtion above other Culdeer, but that: he 'was.a Famous 

in, and the firſt of them rhar is expreſſed by Name in Hiſtory, This 

thor telleth alſo of other Bishops, but giveth no ground to belzeve any 

ne of them, than that there were Men .ſo' named, -who were Famous 

ng the Scorch Chriſtians, and it is ike weretheir Preachers, \Ve con+ 

de then that the Chriſtian Church of Scor/and was governed by the Cul 

y who are ſometimes calted Priefls, ſometimes :Afonks, - lometimes 
Whops. Neither 1s there any ground to think that this Name was appro... 

MWated to any of them, ſecluding the reſt, till Palladims came to Scotland; 

Hles that any of them had JuciidiQion over the reſt : . What may be mer 

th concernthg any Famous Man that was' Head over the Sodicty at 

mkll, or llewhere, maketh nothing for Epiſcbpatys'for:hewas there 

Head of a-School, where Students were bred tor. the; Miniſtry ; 

that he had Juriſdiftion over the Cwuldees, who either there, or through 

Country, Preached the Goſpel to the People, hath no ſemblance of 

lth. Yea; -we' farther aſſert, , that however a Prelacy (together with 

er Romish Innovations: ) Was brought into'the Scorch Church with Palla, 

$; yet Epiſcopacy; 'as our Pamphletcer- pleadeth for ity and as it was 

dy in Scorland,' was not known in this Churchfor slong time after. 

Conflantime 'the Second King of 5cers, in the Ninth Century, made 

av againſt Chirc h-men's medling with Secular Buſineſs; ſo that they 

not fit 1 Parliament: ' Ang at wan Malone Canmoerds:.inthe Ele- 

-—]Wtd Century, 'who-as- Cain, "0 new: Titles. of A the 

| | vil 


| Civil State, {o he changed the Diſcipline of the Church, and broyg 

Epiſcopacy to its «*/4, 
8. The ſecond thing that we above have afſerted, is, That whe 

the Reformed Religion was brought into Scet.arc, and Popery caſt a 
of ix, this Proteſtant Church was not ſetled under Epiſcopa] Governmen 
but under Presbytery, and did fo.contipue for many years; till by thefs 
cret praQtices, and at laſt by open force of ambitious men, the Govern 
ment was changed, to the great diſquiet of the Nation. Althoughth 
knowledge oft the Truth did begin privately to creep into Scotland, ar 
fpread among the People more early, even in the Reign of K. Fame: ti 
Fifth, and made greater advances under his Daughter Queen Mary ; ye 
the Grit publick ſtep of che Retormation that is found in Hiſtory, was) 
1:540. hon, in a Parliament, the rigour of Acts againſt them whoha 
Englub Bibles, was raken oft, and liberty was granted to read the Bit 

ih their-Mother-Tongue,, alſo to readother T'reatiſes : this was An. 15 
After this; tor divers Years, many of the Nobility, Gentry, and Con 
mons owned the true Religion. tho' the publick Protefſion was fi 
Fopish : Yea, by many of the Nobility and Gentry a Bond was folem 
ly entred into, for the defence of the I'ruth, and adherence to it, An 
1557. Inthe ſame Year the Queengranted Liberty for Publick Admir 
fracion of the Word and Sacraments, as was defired by a Fetition of t| 


Proteſtants. Anno 1559 the Proteſtant Miniſters and People held a Gelffo 


neral Aſſembly at St. Jo-nfown, faith Krox, Hit. tb, 2. 137: at whi 
7- Knex was preſent. Allthis while there was no- Epiſcopal Author 
owned or ſubmitted toamong the 7roteſtants; however Buhops ſtill n 
tained their places in the Kgmusb Church, and in the State In the Ye 


1560. July 17. in « Parliament held at Edenburgh', the Confeſſion off 


Faith, containing the, Heads of the Proteſtant Religion , was, by 
eſtablished ; —_—_— an AQ againft ſaying of Maſs. The: fan 


Year the Pope's Authotity in Scorland was abolisbed by Act of Parliamen 


Anno 1561. The firſt Book of Diſciptine was preſented, to the Conyer 
tion of Eſtates, but delayed and not approved nor condemned atti 
time; yet faon after it was approved by. the. Authority of the Counc 
and in it Pres byterian Government approved; for 1t owneth no fixed 
ficers un the Church,, but Paſtors, Teachers, . Elders , and Deacor 
{what 18 to be thought of the Superintendents therein mentioned, 183 

to be conſidered) this Diſcipline, anditherBovk. containing; 44 way k 


ſcribed ro:in-Jevwery 1561. (15a fla vigere) by a great part of: the! 
_ bility: December 1560; a General Alſembly was Id, where-far no Ghu 
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but Miniſters. -Another General Aﬀembly was held December 25. 
(2, Where Bishops are fo far trom Church-Domination, that they and 
ter Miniſters, who bd nor entred by the Order in the Book of Diſci- 
ne, are inhibited till farther T'ryal. 1563. A General Aflembly ar 
th about the end of June, gave the ſame Power, or Commiſſion, for 
knting Kirks, ſuſpending, depriving, tranſplanting Miniſters: &e. to 
Maſters, that had been . ms to Superintendents: And it 18 no- 
ed by the Hiſtorian, that Presbyreries were not yet conſtituted becauſe 
the ſcarcity of Miniſters. What 1s there in all this that looketh like 
kiſcopal Goverament ? Another General Aſſembly met Pune 1565. 


; yellMlb Decemb. 2.5. of the ſame Yeat; where the Power of -Superintens- 


mts was alittle clipt; alſo about the end of ſwne 1567. At a Parlia- 
nt held at Edinburgh, Detewb. 15. 1567. ſeveral Acts were made a+ 
we Church Aﬀairs, where not only mention is made of Synods and 
xneral Aſſemblies, but Appealsallowed to the latter, and frotn it Ap» 
als are forbidden ; and a Commiſſion appointed to enquire into what 
ints should belong to the Juriſdiftion of rhe' Church, and all Church. 
idiction forbidden but what is, or'thall preſently be cſtablighed. Ano= 
xr General Aſſembly Decemb. 25. 1567. alſo wy 1568. in both which 
perintendents were cenſured ; and a Bishop. (to wit, who had been ſuch) 
poſed from the Miniſtry. In the laſt Aſſembly it is appointed who zhall 


Woe in Aſſemblies, and not one word of Biszhops. Another Afſembly 


1569. Another March 1ft. 1576. where Order is {et down about 
ling the Moderator, therewasno Prelate to pretend to that Priviledge: 
vther in the beginningof July 1570. Another in the beginning of March 
11. where again Superintendents are limited. In Jaunery15 72. a Con- 
ntion of Church men met at Leuh, who were too much influenced by 
Court: The Council alſo with the Regent appointed Articles to be 
awn for the Policy of the Kirk, and after ni thein : By them 
sreſtored the Image of Pretacy, (yet the real exerciſe of tran 294 
all its Meetings, Feller and preater, continued and was allowed) for 

called Tulchan Bubops were ſetup; who had the name of Bisho 

Noblemen and others had the Revenue, and the” Church had t 
wer. This cannot be pretended to be a reſtoring of Prelacy, more'than 
Popizh Abbacies and Prioties, which were then the ſame way brought 
This Conſticurion was neyer allowed by the General Aſſembly, and 
ted about thtee or four years, and as a Corruption was proteſted a- 
if y Few General Aﬀembly 6-b, Awgſt 1572. Inan Aficmbly ar E& 
March 6. 1573. David regſon was Moderatortho' neither Bishop 
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mor 
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nor Superintendent. . Another Aſſembly Auguft 6. Mr. Alexander Arhy 
net, Principal of the old Colledge of eberdeen, was Moderator. Aſeni 
1574. concluded thatthe power of Bishops should be no more than that 
Superintendents. In many of theſe Aſlemblies the Policy of the Chur 
was reviſed and ſtill carrying on toward pertertinn. After this, in othe 
Aſlemblics pains Were taken to perfect the Policy of the Church, which 
laſt came forth-in-the Second Book of Policy, agreed on in the Gene 
Aſlembly Ofsb. 2.5. 1577. Allo 1578. art ſeveral Aſſemblies Adcts we 
made againſt Bishops, the reviſing of the Book of Policy was delayed 
a Parliament art Sterling Caſtle 1578. called-the Lmpriſoned Parliame 

- General A{lembly. 7uly.,13. at Dundze 1580. condemned the Officeg 
Bishopis as unlawful ; Anqther at Edwburgh Oftob. 20 appointed a pl 
form to. be drawn tor Prebyteries. 1584. The ſecond Confeſſion 
Faith was ſubſcribed by the King and his Houshold : Where Epiſcopac 
15 condemned ynder the Name ot Hierarchy, it being declared that not 
ther Church policy was,to be allowed {ave that which then was uk: 
which every one knoweth was Presbytery. "The ſame Yearthe Aſlemb| 
cauſed Repiſtrate the Book of Policy among their Adts. In ay 15 
ſome ACts.of Parliament were made, derogating from the Libertics ofth 
Church, but1o little weight was laid on them, that by the King's Ca 
mand {»me Miniſters were appointed to make Animadverſions on thet 
to which, the King anſwered, explaining and, ſmoothing moſt of rhelſſ 
grievous Afts,.., In the Aſſembly, 15 86., Commiſhons for V iſitations we 
taken from Buahops, .Superiatendents,. and others, and- the Church in W\ 
veral;Meetings declared againſt Prelacy. wy Contention there il 
between the Church in her leſſer and greater Aſſemblies, and a Cou 
Faction, about Prelacy, which yet was never.re-eſtablished; - but att 
the Parhament begun 29 of March. 1 592, it was utterly abolished,and 
byterial Government fully lettled:which Arch-Bishop Sporſwood in hisHik 
ry, tho' he cannot deny, yet doth moſt difingenuguſly Jabour ro obſcure 
$. 9, Let us now conlider what grounds the, PFamphleteer layes for W 
Concluſion, and what is the Concluſion he buildeth on them; the lat 
of thele I firſt canſider. In itI obſerve firft, he is out in his Arithmetidſſen 
tor between 1567,and 1593. arc not-35 butag Years. Another thing tour 
oblerved 1s, that it can make nothing for his Deſign, that Dreghyterun tC 
vernment was not preſently -Rabliched Wert WIDE Trofatanren tin 
gion, becauſe then the Nation having fo. lately been wholly Popith Wpis 
; but few of the Clergy, or other Learned:Men, conyertcd to the T rue 
ligion, there could not be a competent number of, Muuſters got, wo ve 
. "ES aATd1 ! 0 to 
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ably qualified, either to rule the Chutch or.to adminiſter other Ondi- 
es: and the ſpace of 25. years was'not long for growing up of luchan 
Frale of uſeful Plants, as might furnish Churches and conſtitute Presby- 
every where inthe Nation; eſpecially if we conſider what oppoſiti- 
yas made to this ſettlement by the Court and its dependents, and how 
peunfaithful preachers complicd with the Court, 1n hope of preterment 
the year 1 584. it was rather to be wondered at, that this work was 
heedily brought to ſuch iſſue, and through ſuch oppolition. Let him 
e what adyantage of his concluſion he can: it is evident from what hath 
en ſaid, that Epiſcopacy never took place inthe Proteſtart Church after 
Reformation, till Presbytery was fully ſettled: alſo that the Inclinations 
he Troteſtant People of Scotland ( to ſpeak in the YialeCt of our time) 
re alwayes for Presbytery, and ſtrongly againſt Prelacy : 'and that what 
the ſtare J1d to retard this work, the Authority uf the Church was al- 
nes on the fide of Presbytery. Ir is alſo evident, that Epiſcopal Juris 
tion over the Proteſtants was condernned by Law im that ſame Parliu- 
", 1567. wherein the Proteſtapr Religion was eſtablished :/ for iris 
* flarute and ordam'd,” that yo other Juriſdiflion Eectef,atal be achnrory- 
Mryubin this Realm than that trÞch is, 4nd sHþ4Ul be within this ſarhe Kirk-eſta- 
Wed preſently, or rrhich floaperh therefrom, concerrng preaching the Ward, 
dling of Manners, adminiflration of Sacraments Now I hope none will 
Im, thar prelatical Jurisdi&tion then was, or was ſoon after eſtabli:hed 
he Proteſtant Church of S7atland. | | 
(10. The Foundations on which he buildeth/his Concluſion make as 


re wife agairiſt what we hold : he taith; the C on{itution of Brehops, _ then 


yublck, Atithority'y( the *Pepich Bishops jug m this Parhamen robich ſettled 
Reformation) muZ#l in the Corfirutticr of the Law be confeſi to remain firm 
m 1567, 10 1592, e#rf, It is not denied, that the Conſtitution of 


Wops, ' in regard of rbeir 'T emporalities, (ſuch as ſitting 1n Parliarnenry 


) remained afrer 1567. yea, neither dq we fay tFat. that Law'took 
mthem the Authority rhey had over the Popizh Church, (1o lar 'avthen 
wi being) for this Law didnor pretend ro unbisghop them, or make 
nv Pricfts ; nor did it touch their pretended Indelible Charatter. But 
bmahifeſt, 'rbat after this/Law'they had notegal Title to-rule rhe /Protef, 
Church: atidthar'by this, nor-avy other Law; no other Bishops were 
tintheir roottifor the ruling of the Church: - To what/he lajth of the 
pisb Bishops ſitting in a reforming Parliament, I oppole what Leſlie, 
Wop of Roſſe a Papiſt hath, De geſt. Scotorum, lib, 1Þ. f4gs 520. that 
lnin 4 ſect « nob11bus cum Regina habitum nub ecclefiaſitco —_— ub; 

anc. 


(+): i 
ſancitum, ne quis quod ad religiozem attivet, quirquam novi, Molney. 
bac lege ( inquit ) omne ſivebereſeos, five mmicitiarum, five Jeditzony 
fanquens ex fonte fluxit. Another thing be alledgeth ( or ratier infinuy 
wiz is the 1f, Book of Policy, « Superintendency, ( which is another M 
Epiſcopacy ) was ſet up. eAvſ. It is true, the Proteſtant Church of $ey 
in its 1ofancy ( it was neither by an Act of Parliament that it was bre 
in, nor that it was after caſt out ) did ſet up Swpersntendents but this 
truly ( and was ſo declared to be ) trom the force of neceſlity, anddeh 
ed only for that preſent exigency of the Church. Neither was tteyer 
tended to be the laſting way of managing the Afairs of that Church. 
that time it was hard, ina Proyince, to find two or three men q 
for any more work toward the Edifying of the Church, then teading 
Scripture to the People, and theretore they found ir needful to appoint 
qualified man in a Province, { andat firſt tewer, only five in all Scorl 
-who had Commiſſion from the Churcia, togo up and down andpre 


. 
} 


to viſit Churches, toplant and ere Churhes : rhey Adted only as D 


gates from the Church, and were accountable to every General Aſſet 
where they were trequently cenſured: and ordinarily the firſt work in 
Aſſemblies was to try their Adminiſtratrons : as the number of Min 


grew, their power was leſſened, and at laſt wholly taken away: t 


Commiſſion was renewed often: other Commiſſioners alſo beſidetl 
were ſometimes appointed with the ſame power. They were never 
ognad to be inſtead of Bihops ; for they did not keep to the old divide 
the Popish Dioceſſes They might not ſtay above 20 dayes in onex 
in their Viſitations: they muſt preach thrice a Week at leaſt- Intheiry 


ticulary Charge they muſt not remain above three or four Months, but 


abroad to Viſitation again ; they muſt be ſubje ro the Cenlureof 
Church, in her Provincial and General Aſſemblies. All this confi 
let any one Judge with what candor our Author calleth a Superinrend 
CY, « new Model of Epiſcopacy. It is evident from our Church Hiftor 
an the Proteſtan; Church of S,orland was fo far from: thar ſentiment! 
they had ſtrict eye over Superintendents, leſt their power should huve 
generated-into a Lordly as ' andthat they laid aſide the uſe ofCt 
miſſions to Churchmen, and giving them luch power, as foon.as the C 
could be provided with ſuchaumber of Miniſters as was needfv]. 
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QUESTION. 11. 


TAving brought his firſt Queſtion to ſo wiſe a Concluſion, he advanc- 
i eth toa ſecond; which 1s. 
Whether ever Presbveery Was ſettled mn the C hurch of Scotland, without con=- 
pt from turnwultwons trnes ? | 
What advantage to the caule of Prelacy, or detriment to. Presbytery is 
med by this Queſtion and the Anſwer of it, is nor eaſie to divine. Is 
p thing bad that hath been "done in tumultuous times ? Noth not the 
d lay Dawel 9, 25- That be will build his Flouſe in troublous times ? 
this man therefore condemn the Relormation from Popery in Scorland 
thit , That 1t was ſeirled apainſt the wall of the Queen, and the Popish 
des, and ſome pretended, but unfaithtul, Proteſtants, in a very 
ws 1me? It may be he will ; and his Citation Pag, 4 out ot Bu 
. Lib. 2. ſeemeth toimport no leſs: But if he thence conclude, That 
fy.isthe T ruth and Proteſtantiſm an Errour, we hall then know where 
jhim ; Andit he donot, all that he here ſaith is extrs oleas vagars. 
& may be the ſtrength of his ratiocination lieth inthis, 'T hat Presby- 
yas {etled by conſtraint; And theſe by whoſe a it was done, 
by the tumults of the Zeople forced tout. Let usa little examine 
Firft, Is every thing bad that men are forced ro? 1Il men dotew 
bings willingly, and of their own proper motion: ' By his way of 
ling, the will and inclination of great men muſt be the ſtandard of 
Wadevil. 2/1, presbyters had a twofold Settlement in Scorland : One 
anWburch- authority: After ſearching the Scripture, the General Af 
jes of this Church did find prelacy unwarranted there; And that -it 
patrary to that Form of Government that the Apoſtles ictled in the 
ofthe ordinary Office-bearersot the Houſe of God : And this they - 
ed authoritatively in the Name of Jelus Chriſt ; I hope he will not ſay, 
hs was done by conſtraiort. Another Settlement it had- by the Au. ' 
f King and Parliament, giving their Civil Sanftion tout; Neither 
alledge 'T hat the Parhament was any way conſtrained toths; Or 
yy force: was put on them : Nothing appearerth bur that the Parlia» 
ti5ga { whzeb made this dad—_ was as free: in the EleQtion of 
nbers,-in their Conſultations and V otings, as any that have been 
: And fome will ſays more tree than. theſe Parliaments which fince 
(done what they. did; It reſteth, tþen,, That he muſt mean, that the 


mime way wolened in that he aflented to this AQ contrary » 


(1%) 
his own ſentiments ang inclinations. But this reſteth to be proved; 
ſide, that it is a greater reflection upon the Conſcientiouſnels and Uprig) 
neſs of that Great and Wile Prince, than is decent for adutiful Subj 
be guilty of. | C'S: 

2. Let us now hear how he will prove, firſt, That 'King Jae: ; 
159 2. Then, that King Charles, As.1639.Aflented to Presbyterial Goven 
ment unwillingly and by conſtraint, His proots are, frft, King], 
in Baſil. Dor. L. 2. p. 28. ſpeaketh with great bitterneſs againſt the Þ 
byterians, and their Way. Anſ. This doth indeed prove, that he h 
ehhniped his thoughts of that Way : Not that he was never of ano 
mitd.. It were not hard to cite words ot his, as miſch'to rhe comment 
tion of Presbytery, as theſe in Bafil. Dor. are againſt it. Bur that W 
and its oppoſite, ſtandeth or tallerh, by the ſentence of af.igher Autho 
than that of men. 2/y. He thinketh it againſt Reaſon and Charityztothi 
Thar this being h1s thought of Presbytery,he would ſettle it in the Chy 
without ſome kindof compulſion. An. It is little more charity tothy 
That a man of any degree of Conſcience or Religion, would have for 
nent a hand in plaguing the Church yrith that which he looked on as (op 
nicious, as the words cited by our Author do expreſs: Yea, the fea 
God wouldreſtrain one from ſuch an aft, even under the higheſt kin 
compulſion. z1y. He nexc objeRteth rhe Preamble ro the AR for Refi 
Epiſcopacy, Anno 1606. Anſ. Who can doubr, that when Men hadam 


to ſet up thar Government, they would ſay all' the good of ir that of 


could deviſe, and ſpeak to the diſadvantage of the contrary what could 
thoug't upon; but this fignifieth no more, than that they were char 
from what once they were; and they who do fo fay and unfay, are unh 
give deciſive Teſtimony about any point of Truth. 4.4 He alcni 
K James's atſent to Presbytery to his Nowrh.  Anſ. He was no Chi 


1592. having been married to Queen Ann three years before, ve. in 


He was ur leaſt go years of age, 5ly. He pleadeth from the unkt 
condition of his Aﬀairs, : but doth not shew wherein they were 
fetled. Ir's rrue, the King then Þad ſome trouble with rhe Earl of 3 
well, butit is well known that Bothwell was no PresIyrerian ; and 


ling of Presbytery could not tend to hon him : But'Þ,am'weary ot , 


filly Arguments which deſerve no anſwer. What he mgketh the K 
alledge, That the Presbyterians were alivays ready to joyn" with any Fi 
m.the State: is az groundleſs'as any thing can be ſpoken : They 
owned any but ſuch as owned'the 'inteteſt of Chriſt, 'and bis 
Their appearing againſt his Graud-morher and * Afothey." was'oulyit 


w 
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ceofChriftPs Truth, which the 14 Queens did labour to extirpate. 
what is ſand ofscordinare and pop uler Tumwlrs, refleReth upon Proteſ- 
iſm, rather than on Presbytery. 'Tisa ſtrange inſinuation that he hath 
beend of the P arapraph, pag, & T hat that youn King was forced to 
Pregbytery im the Church, T. thereby he might bring off Presbyteriant 
joyning with the Afts of thetr Kirk tounſettle his Throne. Here is Malice 
rted with incoberent Imaginations: For nothing but Malice can make 
thinkthat Presbytery is an enemy to Monarchy: but what dirt he cafterh 
us, of this kind, afterward hall, in its place, be wiped oft. "Tis allo 
unge fancy» that if K. James lookt on Presbytery as capable by the 
& of their Kirk to unſettle his Throne, that he should pur it 1n that cas 
ay» by ſerling it by Law, with a deſign to ſecure the, Throne ; It is as 
man should let in the Thief at the door , that he might {leep the more 
rely in bis houſe, 
{ 3- What King Cherles ſays for Prelacy (towhich all know that he 
was a conſtant triend ) is much more modeft than what we heard be- 
:: And we deny not, but what countenance he gave to Presbytery, 
in condeſcendency to his People: Yet from the tranſaQtions of thele 
s, We wy confidently infer, That the Nationy borh in its diffuſive 
| ts repreſentative Body, the Parliament, was for Presbytery : and 
our Author ſays of the Tumults of theſe times, ( which were (ad, 
lamented by all good men) layeth more load on Prelacy: The 'Ty- 
py and Innovations of the Church-Rulers of which way did force the 
le cither to fee firſt the purity of Goſpel-Ordinances taken from them, 
then their Religion deſtroyed by a Popish Faction ( asof later years ap- 
d more convincingly, when the els s of thele men were more rip- 
- Wy) or ſtand 1n their own defence. Sothat what our Author gaineth 
W's pallage is, that Epiſcopacy raiſed a Tumult, which ended in its 
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QUES.T. 1. 


HL Scope offiis third Queſtion, and ofthe Reſolution of it, can be 
. 0 other bur'to ter; FPresbyrerians odious;- not to diſprove their 


We, nor to.refure their Principles : Ir is. | | 

- the Prinewples of Scottsh Privbytery grant any Toteration to Diſ* 
ks tuleris Grazthis de ſedirionte :? Hisparty ure, above all mem 
Torn roy ro root ne 
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mong what party of men hath eniforinity, and conformity to allthe Cay 
of their Churci, and that in things confeſſed by chem to be indiffer 
( that isneedleſs ) been preſſed with more ſeverity, impoſed by more 1 

erciful Laws, and urged by more mhumane and cruel execution 
ne; That-there hath been excelſes among Presbyterians in thiz, 
deny not.; but lament it: Hymanum eft Labs: Moderation 18not ane 
Leilon, nor fo often practiſed, as it should be when men. forget that 
Lord is at hand : asthe beſt are apt to do; when they areat eaſe. Bu 
unbyaſied men, who know, an have obſerved the way of the one, ani 
; the otherparty, while they alternatively had the alcendent, will ſay, 

the little Hate the meaneſt Prelate, and his Underlings, was. he 
than the loyns ofthe greateſt Aſſembly of the Pres byterian Church; 
an impartial and trae Accouut of the Lufferings in both Caſes will evir 
Which on our part, -I hope may be given in due time; Bur on theirs, 
Account is given as remoze from truth and Candor, as any thing that 
came from the Preſs : which it is like e'relong may be made evident. | 
we defire not to recriminate, though neceſſity is lazd on us by their 
Hiftory of things: far leſs intend we to retalliate, though it should | 
the power of our hand : But we leave our Cauſe to him that Jud; 
rightcouſy. 


. $ 2+ It is well that our Adverſary is ſo favourable to that Inſtitutic 
Chriſt, The Government of his Houſe by Presbyters without a Bl 
T hat we own, un that be doth-net blame it generally, or in its moſt 
tealive notion ; Not Presbytery as ſuch, bur as Scorrich, . LertheC 
nance of Chriſt eſcape hislash, and we are tbe leſs folictous what he 
againſt the Scer419 their managewent of the Government of Chriſt's Hi 
He knows that Scor/and 15 but one, and a fmall pars of: the Refc 


Church, in which that Government hath been, 'an 1s practifed, [fit 
be any blame then in the praftiſes of former times, when Presbytery 
aſcendent, let it be imputed rather to the, prefervidum Scotorum m 
( in which they of the other party have far ourpone ours) than wel 
dinance af Chriſt, 'Emean that Government: af big Hauſe thas wa 
hi erage Profbnretys FX Hae Gaovergacnt a5 Gyoreitad jp 
tional Church, will be able ro efarg hi Hrgumcan: hoygh-nd. 
bard for apy thing, though never goody. to bear up agaiolt Lice oli 
proaches. 6 FEY . 
c..$ 8: He 8bauld have qanGdered. That there gagy. be orher DI 
ters liying.among Presbyterjang.. than, Epileopal men > ; Where 
$8. hc X: way,» pn th Te oag Gp | wy "There 1 

| 1 


re 1 
10n 
18, 
an e: 
hat t 


| Cie ) | 
peculiar reaſon-for rheir nt with them who'own Prelacy : wie. 
aſe their Church- Government doth. neceflarily overtop, bring into 
Wedion, and root our thar Government of the Church which we own 
ſts Inſtitution - Tr is againſt theirprinciple to ſuffer Miniſters and 

rot live befderhem, who will adventure to: govern any part of the 
Sirch without ſubordination ts the Bishops : And whatever Indulgence 
been, in bypaſt years, given to Presbyterians, as we know it was de- 
med for no advantage to us, {without judging the ſecrets of avy bodies 
at; ] fo we know, that not only'ir was not the a&t of our Church-men 
tnothnng was more grievouy to them, and'nothinpthey d1d more aRtive- 
poſe. Norwithſtanding, it is the prineiple and purpoſe vf Presby- 
mans, not to excludeany of theni from theitrelipious Aſſemblies, nor 
many of the Ordinances of God in therns/ for their:-principle about 
ureh-Government, wherein they differ from us. And for Miniſters 
mg thems we are ready to give the right: hand- of fellowship, and'ro 
pit to all th& parts of the exerciſe of the1r-Fundtion among us, ſuch of 
m as ſhall war} opted appear'to- be inſufficient, ſcandalous, or erro- 
1y, of to be yoidof that holineſs of life rhat becometh'a Mwniſter, and 
d5hall be found willing to' ſecure the Government of the Church that 
on, and ro proſecute the ends of it ; and not toexclude any (imply 
13 opmion about Church. Governtnent ; though the mean while, we 
ot willing thatall who will profefi-ro-own our Church-way, ſhould 
ex chare im (managing it with us3 becauſe tnany ſuch might be a ſcandal 
i; orhers might-berray it;' neirber can we atlow; thar any of chem 
ud exerciſe a prefacy over us, or aver the/people- of: our charge. Far- 
!, Never any Church - vr States gave Toleration to Dilſenters from 
thbhzhed Chiirchoway, betas it might rationally: be: thougbr a ne- 
ry relief to tender confſeiencesr Bur this reaſon for: ſuſtering Rpilco- 
hen to practiſe rHerr way a us. at'thistinkey cannot; without the 
ck impudenoe and bypecrifie be pretended, For refuling to receive 
Irdinances from Presbyterians, becauſe they want Epiloopal Ordina- 
: this cannet befrom conſtience, ſomp ix was their conſtampraftice, 
 Ftelars ruled this Church + they never! required/ any ot:them to! be 
tuned who had been ordamed by Prey nt and atter complied with 
topacy: Newher can they pretend conſoienco for having a Worahip 
oary (1 meat! the- Exylieb| Licurgy) for when it was 10 

to ulet, they never did. Wheretort there can be 1m pre» 
edwhich they cat! prenl toy rokerarion 19 theſe th but bumot, 
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rigidity, if the State deny a liberty to.ſuch perſons to make ſuch Inn 
tions 4s never yet could get place in this Church, eſpecially when it 
$00 apparent ” an they who are moſt forward for ſuch a liderty, gi 
ground to think, that a deſign againſt the preſent civil Governmenty 
the bottom,rhey being ſuch as have no liking to the preſent Eſtablichmer 
But this Author hath a mind to m——_—_ us in other colours: Ar 
for a Foundation of this his Eſſay, he - ſaith, That the Solemn League 
Covenant # the Canon, and the AG: of the General Aſſemblies, the Com 
of the Principles of Scortuh Prerbyteries. This is falſe; the Rule that 
Judge by in the Matter of Church-Goverament , as well as un oth 
things, 13 the Word of God; and we uſe no other Comments for ourhy 
to underſtand that Rule, but ſuch as are founded on the Ward it (elf, x 
which we give ſufficient Warrant for. I hope the Reader will look 
this looſe ralk, as Railing, not Arguing. He may know, that Pre 
tery was long in Scotland before that Covenant had a being. And 
Acts of General Aſſemblies, they are no farther our Rule, than thy 
are agreeable to the Supreme Rule, The Word otGod,and to the Princip 
of Right Reaſon: Neither do we look on them as Infallible, [as he toc 
ly feigneth, pag. 6.) What he, orany other can make appear in then 
be unwarranted, we are ready to diſown : And we know they may 
changed by the ſame power that made them; when any thing in thems 
be found to be amiſs, or inconvenient for the preſent ſtate of rhe Churd 
$. 5, Hequarrelleth with three Articles © the Covenant, viz. The 
about preſerving the Goyernment and Diſcipline of. the Church. The 
that is againſt __ and its Dependents. "The. 3d. tor defend 
one another in their adherence to this Bond. Let any judge whatis lu 
wnconfiſtent with a moderate and duly limited Toleration ot Diſlente 
Is there no Toeleration of meri who hold Prelacy to be lawful without 
lowing of Prelacy it ſelf, and ſubmitting to its domination, , Next het 
prove his point from ſome ACts of General Aſſemblies; but this hey 
faceth firſt with the peaceableneſs of the Prelarick Clergy un and after 1 : 
when their rang wrnatny.. was deſtroyed, in that they neither ral 
Tumults, nor wrote Books. It is true,they raiſed no Tumults ; butt 
did what they could to raile War for continuing on the necks of the peg 
that Yoke that rhey had wreathed on them : And did effectually drav 
a bloody War, which had very ſad effeCts, and iſſued inthe ruine of 
and Presbyterians too for atime,and shewed W1ll enough to raiſe Chut 
Tumults, by their proteſting and difobedience to the Sentence df 
Church : for their not writing Bopks, who hijndred | them? Unbyv 
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wil impute it to ſomewhat ale, Nike than to their peaceableneſs, 
ther part of His Preface, That chey were not ſuffered to continue in their 
1: This is 1ndeed true of the Bishops as ſuch: They were not per- 
ited ro exerciſe a Prelacy over their Brethren ;/ for that was inconſiſtent 
ththe Government then eſtablished: Yet as Miniſters of the Churchy 
cofthem were deprived who were willing to preach under Presbytery. 
| for the reſt of the Clergy, none of them were caſt out for com-- 
nce with Prelacy, but they generally retained their places; where- 
this is a moſt untrue Allegation. A Third thing he faith is, That 
Pretbyterians at the Revolution 166%. were not ſo dealt with, that ts, were 
noved 1n their places : Impudence it ſelf could athrm nothing more 
. Were not above thethurd part of all the Miniſters of Scotland [and 
0 England ] thrown out by one Act of Parliament ? (For two thrrds 
plyed, and by that means kept their places) and the few (in Scotland ) 
could not be reached by that At? were laid aſide by rhe Bishops and 

0 Council, by more flow ſteps. BE band bi 
56 The Ads ot Afﬀemblics that he citeth are, A Aug. 17, 1639% 
vinting 4//4n Office w Church, -and Schools, and atl Members of thu Kirk 
enbe the Natronal Covenant. And an A8. 1642. for mumating the 
lad Af, and proceeding to C burch-cenſure « gamft them that. refuſe ſuch 
Kron. Aud an AF 1644. appointing firil euquaty and cenſure again diſ- 


led perſons ro the Covenant. And ſome other Severities tie mentntioneth' 
or falſely I know not, for he doth not dire& where ſuch Afts may 


Wivund) which may be acknowledged as no-Patern for after-ages to go <0 | 


like if that Oath of God had been leſs univerſally, and leſs leverely- 
led, it had been better kept by mary, What he alledgerh, 'That 
emblier, Aug. 164. do order the perſons of them who qre Excommu-- 
ed tobe impriſoned, and their Goodsto be confiſcated, is moſt falſe;' ne-' 
wy Aſſembly in this Church did make Laws for Civil Punishments.' 
that I ind to this purpoſe (for he is not pleaſed to be diſlin&t in his Ci- 
| 1s, that Augni7 3. 1642, the AfſemblyPeritioned the Council te 
the Laws in execution againſt Ex communicated Papiſts, All this 
Idered, I hope the Impartial Reader will not be jmpoſed 'on,: by what 
man hath ſaid, to think that the Principles of Presbyterians are m-+. 
with what Toleration is due to Diffetters: Nor will blame 

that they are not tora vaſt and boundleſs Toleration, nor becauſe: 

ano bear them whoare evil; but do try them who fay they are Apoſilesy 
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QUEST. IV. 


Fhether from the Year 1662, tothe Tear 168g. Pregbyterian Separatif 
| guilty of (pafal Segaration.? 


— Queſtionindeed : He ſuppoſeth them Separariſts (which by 
Author wasever accounted vox med, Or taken m a pood ſenſe) 

yet Querzeth, whether they {inned in ſeparating. But toler this paſ; 
relleth us of Defrzneraught in our larger Catechiſm, from which maybed 
monſirated, how neceſſary us. to'Salvation,, that every Perſon keep Cong 
on with tbe particular Church efablubed by the Laivs of the Stare that he ly 
Wn, unicſs te ether enjoyn in her Canons any ſinful term of Commumon, 
propoſe m her Confeſtian any Heretical Article, or preſtribe mn her Direftor 

Worship any Idolatrows Impurity,, To this I repone a few things. Firſt, aca 
ding to hislooſe and indiſtin&t way of Writing, he neither telleth usyf 
theleDNoArines areznor in what place.of theCarechiſm they are to beton 
we muſt rake his Word for all { £20 and we utterly defy whar he fanh 
be rrue. All r/t that Catechiſm ſaith, that coul# be 1magined toh 
thattendency, is, T bat the viſible Chureb hath the Priviledge of being x 

God's fpectal, Care and Government, of being protetted ard preſerve mall 


natwubflanding the Oppoſition of Enemies, and of enjoymng the Commun 
Saants, the dramaxy. means of Salvation, the offtrs of Grafe by Cimil'v 
the Members of at an the Miniſtry of the Goſpie!, 1efiſying, that' whoſeevi 
lieveth in him shall be ſaved, and —_— that will tome unto him. 


it is evident, that all this is ſaid of the Univerſal Church, not of aty 

ticular Church ;, far leſs can this paſſage 'be underftood of a parti 

Church «s efablisbed by the Lars -Þ the State wherttn 145+ NofSery 

ever made ſuch Laws. eflential to the Notion of a true Church t 

which none may; ſeparate : Neither did ever any Drvite-talle # 

rate, except Epiſcopalians, . and among them 1 rememberof none, 

exprels theraſelyey, but this Man, . and De--Stilagfleer He doth wayi"ges 

exproſ three Caſes, that excuſe from ſin in Rparating from a true Chg 

but hew theſe can be drawn from the Larger C atechifm, I underſtand cy 
$..2, How far we allowa Separationfrom the Jare coped Chl for 

of Scotland, and maintain it not to be finful in as, but finfully cavieytr 

them, I shall declare: Weaffirry it to be no Schiſm, buta necefſ# | 

ty, that the Presbyterjan Miniſters did not own Epiſcopal Govert 

nor either dire&ly or indirectly countenance 'the Aurhority of | 

abbve Preabyters: He telleth ys of a Letter tor Union, Maw! 
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feinit is ſatd-.( and notantwered ) hi never any} Confeffion of Faah 
wrReformed Church ayowed-a Divine Right for'a parity among all 
Furch-Officers. This Letter I never heard of before, but: is {eewerh 
author of it, - and the Writer of this Pamphlert, have Talents equal for 
ketroverial Scribling + For whoever faid that there is a Divine Right for 
tyamong all Church-Otkcers ? Weknow that by Divine Right Ruling 
, alſo Deacons, are not equal in Church-power with preacking 
wbyters. Andfor the parity of Miniſters, if it be not found in 8ny Con- 
fion of Faith, at's enough that it's found in rhe Scriptures. But we af. 
that the Divane Right of it 15 alſo found in the Canfeſlion, of Faith, 
1 to by the King and his #foushold,” and by the Nations wherein they 
ure the Hiorarchy, or diſtin@tion of Degrees among Miniſters. / He 
the Solemn League did. not abjure the Prefident-Hichop. Anſwer. We 
wno ſuch .Bisghop, the Prelident. or Moderator: hath no JuriſdiAtion 
this Brerbren. And he.will not fay, that the Bis hops reſtared-:2662, 
whom we could. nat yield ſubje&wn, wes no mare but:« Prefidevt- 
hop; if be doy ell. the Nation wall cry Sbanke. 6. him and this:own 
gue will condemn him. Pages: 3, 2. of His Bookg#be owe: England 
mnoned fon, we are not-concerned'; if he had' told” us what conceſſions 
body or generality of Presbyterians 1n that Nation: had oedey allo let 
know —_ we might. and tuch Conceſſhons, an Anſwer: might 
a caſe bave been expected from ug, 'Rut what hepreſumeth about tbe 
nance of Scoss Prezbyterians for vor fabmunting to Epafcopacy'«t: eflabluubed 
, 1s withourground, and ablolutely falſe. _ - 
3 What we farther declare concerning the Separatien that he ſpeak. 
ot, 1s, that Prezbyterians p_—_ did not think n:unlawful ro bear 
Miniſters ahatibad complyed: with: Epiſcopacy:3. and:often-did occar 
ly hear them (whatever was the practice of borne among'tis:;) yot the 
of the Miniſters in Scotland, and to ſo great a number, and to whom 
People were under a relation as their Paſtors, being thruſt from their 
ves for their fairhfullneſs 36 that rime of T'ryal; : ad others being ob- 
Wd anthems. many of whom were very unqualified fortbe Mimſtry, 
they entring without the Pebplexcallog conſent, they would not own 
for their Paſtors, nor thought themſelyes obliged to wait on their 
try 4 vat chought/t their Duty rarber- re heat cheir- own Faffhful 
penn who walked in their ſteps!) who were, nat.unminiſired 
«Aft, bur:anly refbrained by the farce ata Civil Laws which 
e from thaw Mipiſkerial Authority, monlodſe the re- 
thezi People bad to; thets.c; L:ideny ,nOL; but ſome went = 
: yon 
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yond the limits of this Moderation ; : but rhat is not to be iniputed toall 
Presbyterians, being neither the concluſton of any Chureh-meeting an 
them, nor the ſentiment of all. 

' $. 4 This being conſidered, taketh off the edge of all that he enlarge 
on about the Epiſcopal party agreeing with us in the Confeſſion of Faub, [ 
reftory for Wordhip, and Admnifiration of Sacraments; For itis onnone 
theſe accounts that we withdraw from them; bur partly becaule they ſuf 
none to be Miniſters among them, bur ſuch as comply with Epiſcy 
Jurisdi&tion ; partly becau they deprived us of the Miniſters that 
ſtand in relation to, and ought ro own; partly becauſe the Miniſters 
truded on us 'are none of our choice. (as they ought tobe by the privile 
that Chriſt hath given ro his Church: }- And indeed ( many of them) y 
to be choſen; and partly becauſe this change is made not by any Chyr 
Authority that we can own, but by the State, and by an unlawtul Chun 
power. It ſeemeth his Arguments are run low, when he charged us 
Nonconformuy even to the Pretbyterign Church, in that we w/e not the Dax 
£Y, northe words of the Lord's Prayer, nor the Belief «t Bapnſm : For 

br where were thele injoyned A the.Presbyrerian Church? 'Andiif they 
been, we cannot by ſuch Injunctions be bound to whart is after foundt 
inconyenient : That we are tyed to the uſe of the Dexology by the CovenanſW 


dorh meſt ridiculously affirm : For whoever cfteemed that a part ot the 
formation then engaged to? Uling the Lord's Prayer we never con 
ned; but thar Chriſt hath enjoyned the uſing of theſe:expreſs wor 
that that Prayer was givenasa form of words rather thana DiretoyMl 
the matter of Prayer, wedeny: Neither do we condegn the uled 
Creed; but we'think thatthey who have their Children Baptized, i 


profeſs their Faith ſo as may more.clearly "30a ur them from ol 


andother Hereticks thanthar Confeſſion of Faith can do. 
--. QWAISTV; 
ba this Queſtion he advancerh a Paradox. The Queſtion is. Wh... 
Whether ge Penal Laws agamift Scotch Precbyterians, had any thing of fy 1... 
3h, '. ſerntwon inchem? roy trth'st 


_— Queſtion he coricludeth Negatively, with the fame- brot 
AMambwurg, and other French Popizh Writers do affirm, T 
the Proteſtants who lately in Fronce turned Papi id tum" 
rily, without any compulſion ; and that | no. Rigour:- nor: Pe 


hath been uſed to move them) to. this changes - This ac y 
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redneſs, 'of bidding Defiance ro Truth, 'arid; the God of it; 'of bold 
yolingon the Reaſon, yea, and the common Senſe of Mankind; that 
World doth purely owe to this Age, and to Jeſtutical obfirmarion' of 
ind: Bur ler us hear how he will prove this: his ſtrange afſertion: As 
& Laws have beat out the Brains ot many good Chriſtians, that' could 
comply with them, ſo this Man thinketh by his Arguings to beat out of 
Brains of ſuch as remain, all Senſe and Reaſon,whereby they may jud 
what they hear, fee, and feel. In clearing the ſtate of his Queſtion, he 
ifefleth, There may be too ſe vere Laws, under which men may Joffer for 
lence ſake; (this will increaſe the wonder of intelligent, unbyaſled 
mn who know our Aftairs, that ſuch Laws are poſſible, and yet ours are 
jocent ) but makerh the Queſtion to be, Whether our Laws were not ne» 
7) for preſerving true Religion ' and publick Peace, or whether they were 
acharitable effetts of a pee15h Reſentment, meonſittent with good Nature and 
flanity, Tho even that cloak of ſmooth words will not hide the na- 
heſs of the Bloody Laws that he pleaded for; nor could warrant a man 
believeth Heaven or Hell, to Fea for ſuch cruel Execution of them 
among us : Yet this ſtate of the Queſtion is not the ſame with what 
the Title is propoſed: For there hath been few Perſecutions in the 
fdtor which neceſſity hath not been pretended,and that were givenforth 
he for preſerving . a falſe Religion, or for hindring publick Peace; or thar 
ACtors in them would call peevich and mnconfftent .with good Nature and 
fry, or Mordl Goodneſs. And it is certain, that .where publick Peace 
be preſerved without fuch ſevere Laws, the enating of them is Per- 
ution ; which was our caſe : for nothing cauſed the ſad breaches of the 
ethat were in this Nation in 1666. and 1679. but the unſupportable' 
rdships ( tending to make wiſe men mad ) that they who (rant | God lay 
&r by the ſeverity of theſe Laws, and the Barbarity uſed in executing * 
\, 2. To vindicate the Laws from all blame of Perſecution, he giveth 
me, unjuſt, and difiggenuous account of them, Wo to Poſterity if 
| be abuſed with ſuch falſe. Hiſtory ; itis little Honeſty to tranſmit 
things, 40 atter-ages; bur it is the height of Impudence to publish 
{= among ſuchas were Eye-witneſles of them, and among whoin the 
cc; of them remain with grief and ſmarting to this day, Ishall firſt 
mine the account that he giveth of theſe Laws, and then shew how de- 
live1tis, by ſupplying what he hath omitted. He telleth a Story 
the endeavours of the Synod of Edinburgh to have Prezbytery eflablzihed, 
who can blame them, eſpecially ſeing their Attempt was only an Ap 
SEE _ pli= 
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plication toa Perſonof Intereſt with His Majeſty. He telleth vs likeyi 
of their ſending a Clergy-man ( whom he will not name} to the fp 
great Man.( who is allo namelefs) with a threatning Meſſage, Tha if 
wagld vat ſettle Presbyterythey should bave the People ler looſe upon them, Th 


ſtory I never heard before, nor know I how to examine the truth of i 
mk can I meet with any perſan that hath heard ot it; and{ 
have. more than probable grounds to let it pos as a Forgery : And 
it had been true, was this pr:vate ſurmiſe a ſufficient ground for a Parl; 
ment to make ſuch bloody Laws againſt ſo ou a Body of People wo 
Diſſenters ? Men will think ita weak Caule that muſtbe ſupported byſ 
filly shifts. Lrake nonotice of the At — many preceeding Py 
liaments and their Acts ( tho? this were bard enaugh) nor of their AQ | 
Reſtitution of Bishops ; it is not the right or wrong of the Ads that 
are now conſidering, but whether they were Moderate or Perſecuting, þ 
it 8. not far from ridiculous that he addeth, T bat thb# Imperiow Adi 
from the Miniflers (a private TranſaQtion between two Men, if it hy 
any. truth in it) Jbould þ far ifiuence a Parliament, as to make them 
pute all the Evilschat he fancierh bad fallen out, to the Invaſion made; 
Epiſcopal Goyernment. | | 

$. 3 Henext giveth us account of the efte&t of fetling Epiſco A 
And firſt, in the non-compliance ofſome of the Miniſters, and Neir Xt 
therefare deprived of their Churches and Benefices. And is this no Perl 
cution? How then 1s it that'the World 1s filled with ſuch out cries ina! 
Print after another,as if the PrelatickClergy in Scorlend were under Suftce 
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ings beyond the Prench Dragooning,becaute ſome of them(and bur a fenedF® 


many that are guilty ) are deprived by the fate fpr refuſing to own t 
Ciyil Goycrnment under which they-live : A Crime never till this 
thought conſiſtent with the Being, much les with the Peace of any Goren 
ment. Buttheſfe Men have not learned Chriſt's Precepts, "To do 7 of 
«s they would be done bythemſelves. But this At was not ſo much perk 
cution againſt the Miniſters that were laidafide *( they. luffered the lolse 
their Livelyhood) aso! the Church,, and the People whoſe Souls ſmanz 
under afadfofs,, canfidering how many Eminent and Holy Men wee 


mongthem that were ſo «x 4ygp4» we trom their Flocks. Agd what ali; | 


of Men were put an their room.. Itthefe Servants of God endured no Pet 
Ecution from the State, I am {ure they da from this Man's virulent P: 
who faith, They forſook chew Adineftry, either becawſe of diſappon 
went of their hope of Preferment, &t from the Eaſes. « 
meaynels of thew Work, or from UN atienee #8 be tſuberdanate, The: 4 
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ecfure hin ebciompalige when beahatl gome wich ten ehouſandiof 
j Suptsefo exe cute judgment apes all; Aud to convince dll chat are ungodly 6- 
py threw, of all ther wngedly deeds winch they heve mngodlily commuted, . and 
{the hard fpeeches which «i:godly ſenners bave poker agarn ft bum, Jude vi 14 
6. This man cannot be 3gnerant of what is known all 5corlepd over, with- 
queſtion or contradiction , that ſome ot theſe Mmiſters bad: prefer- 
atinthair ofter, yea, the highelt preferment in the Church, -and re- 
in: that they did not condult fi eaſe, but did moſt laboriouſly 
each under the greateſt hardships and hazards; which is to this day een 
neffe&s, on the Crazy bodies of nota tew of them: and if any did 
herwalezzt waswery Ml Jookt on by the reſt ; and it known they were ne- 
1 backward to be ſubje io Chnt's gppoiatments; tho? x ___ 
y | Canſcience lake) loop to thele af Men, in the Matters of 
1, WW & 4 Thenhetelleth us of the compliance of prher Miniſters ; but ic 
unaccauntable which he maketh the motive of ſome of them, chat che E- 
ey then ſetled, wa not abjuredenthe Solewn League. Nothing but Ig- 
1. pace of thac Out, or lmpudence to ſay what one will, could. make 
wy fo: itis known, that this was not gleaded by theay, but eicher 
thar Oath was not binding, pr that they had not taken Xt, and were 
WEEDS 
4" Zeal QIENAT PARITY 20 AgALRHT NAT! asLO get -abgur 
noo burnt» in-conterwpt, by the common Hangoo. Hetellediugnens, 
; | 7 rill 266g It 4s 4x4es bearing the conform 
\ gy Was common at farit, (other compliance was never giren,, but 
utrre diſlike of 'Epiſcopacy was es extenlive as any relpett to hq 
ua Government was) but after a hors toyol, many ſerene le, who 
nded the edafication of their Souls, found wha 2 12d ha had 
| ps what want there was of the godly, yn and prave ak wok 
eth of, to ſupply vacant places : which mored the people to 
Wn detter means. of cdification « Idepy not but ſame rpg 40.69 $icch: 
Wu there wasſufficzent reaſon for leaving thele Intruders when othess 
bc had. And both Miniſters and People babpved to take lope tune 
, (WF cualider avbar was dutys and after they had boen for þ rime flunned 
6 the ad: ſtragk ther came.upon theme: He ner giverks account of gre 
Mylagogans Laws ; It is Gor; h. Park do Bcft 3- eh, Þ Aw 2603 A 
nec £0 her thewe Ondinerys Art f0 pay afeurth part of their year ty Rent: 
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R ST 
ences © to fit under the Miniſtry of them they had no Paſtoral relation 
and to deſert'them to whom they were ſo tied; to: hear conſtamly | 
thartaught eArminieniſm; ſome that railed againſt ſerious Religion; 
fides the horrid Immoralities of ſome of them , which made the 0 
nances of Chriſt contemprtible to the people :\ for this Law exten 
' to hearing of ſuch, as well as others: And wasit no perſecution ton 
"ſo fevere Fines for ſuch a crime, ſo asa few Sermons might reducea 
man toabſolute poyerty ? And did it ſavour'of no perſecution, in theÞ 
face to this At, rodechare ſuch abſtinence from hearing , to be ſediti 
when they that were ſo charged, were as quiet and peaceable as any int 
Land? He would excuſe the ſeverity of this A&t from the Sermoni, 
Boks of fome, wriuten to ju(tifie the Murther of Charles the Firſt , and 
Bameihment of Cuarles the Second, and the Neceſſity of taking up Y/rm 
ainft the King , and laying out the ſinfulneſs of compliance wuh the | 
; = inches Church and State. Anſ. If ſome, whoſe Spirits were mt 
tered by what they fuffered, eſpecially who being banished-into fore 
Coiintreys, took more liberty than was fir, and fpake or wrote (onlc 
of thoſe Heads) ſuch things : 1s it feaſonable, or can't be freed'f 
ſpueful perſecution, to charge the whole party with theſe things, 
treat them accordingly; when 1t - could not be, nor was unknown 
them, that moſt of theſe things were quite contrary to the ſentime 
and praCticesof the beſt, and tar greateſt part of Presbyterians? And 
"may with good ground affirm, 'That the ſpreading of {uch yur 
mong the Rees above what was at firſt, was cauſed by the ſeverit 
that they ſuffered : and that theſe ſeverities had not their riſe fromthe 
As for the Murther of King Charles the Firſt, it is well known, thatt 
Presbyterians in Scorland did declare againſt ir, borh in their religious 
civil capacity. | 
S: 5 What henext bringeth, of the open Rebellion of che Weſternp 
166M (known by the name of Penwand-hills)- was purety the fruit of iſ 
'þorrid Barbarittes that that people fuſtered from Military force, (acke: 
their Houſes, and deſtroying their Livelihood, treating their perſons wiiiſlikc 
the greateſt Inhumanity, under which they groaned for ſeveral years, il 
Had no shelter bur in Mountains «tid Caves, noy were fafe but *in {ot 
*CdMpanies as could make reſiſtance: * and 'yet- what then was done'v 
theatefa few Presbytetians, and therefore'could not warrant farther 
*verity, nor could 'be chargeable on all : and on this or ſome other 
'Ederation it was, thatthey had an Tadulgence 7 __— for a time;'t 
WOW velirived words tent FIF eres tes of thepeople, the) 
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& being alf confined'to one corner, 'and thereft of the Natwonlefr 
devte; which made ir'reafonable for ſome ro uſe that liberty, that they 
t erve the Church; 'and others to refuſe it,” that they might be uſe- 
Mother places where it was not allowed. What is alledged , of. 4ſ- 
w Miners, robbing their Houſes, wounding them,” &c." much of it 
found to be meer forgery, to make that party odious, and to give a 
rtor farther ſeverities ; and what was done (iFany thing) was with- 
the knowledge, and with the greateſt diſlike of the Preebyneriany in ge= 
: for, indeed, the ſeverities of that time did provoke lome to run 1n- 
eſe principles and practices that ever fince hath been uneaſieto the 
eand grievous to ſober Presbyterians; ſome of whom have been as 
hin hazard from them, as the Prelatick Clergy haye been; it is there- 
ſrange, that ſuch rhings should be pretended to juftifie the bloody 
«that followedzand which reach even them that were quiet in the Land. 
{ 6. He next comethto the ACt 1670. wherein the Pretace brandeth 
mes (tho they were only for Praying and Preaching) as Semmaries of 
boy (tho” it 18 well known'that Loyalty hath been many times preach- 
them, and no Seditton 'nor Rebellion was ever taught, except by 
perſons above marked)” and for « Houſe-Conventicle, the Mintfer * 
foned, til he pay 175 |. fterling : and muſi engage to preach no more, or 
Bond to leave the Nation, without returning, wnle(s by the King's leave ; 
were to pay,an Inberitour of Lands the fourth part of bu Rent; a Servant 
1th part of a Tear's Wage; a Farmer 4.0 5. fterlin ; dCotter20s. Ifthe 
ting vere 1n aþe Fields, (where yet Chriſt ar his Diſciples often preach 
and that contrary to the Laws of Men) the Miniſter was punichable by 
þ and confiſcation of Goods; and every Hearer, the double of what is 
mention'd. It here be nothing of Perſecution, tbar hearing a Ser- 
from one that Chriſt by his Church hath ſent to preach, should be 
pit ar ſucha rate ; and. thar a few peaceable People, ' meeting in a cor- 
fx Wilderneſs, for no other intent," and\about no other work, but 


dear the Goſpel, should take away the Preacher's Life, and the Hearer's 
elihood ; if this, 1 ſay, be no Perſecution, tet'the World judge. T here 


w ! have been- ſome shadow for ſuch ee againſt meeting- with 
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t, (though-even that was in ſome caſes neceſfary'bur that was always. 


lowed by the {obereſt and wiſeſt)' but whep'notbing appeared'in mens: 

or behaviour, bur that in peace and quietneſs they were ſeeking 
the food ot their Souls,” ſuch ſeverity muſt exther be called Perſecu- 
vr we have loſt the very names of-things, and muſt call V ice, Vir- 


dVirtue;/Vice-" > © 
C 7. What 
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6, 7; What he bockenrog js fuficient 40 ruin bis Conculne 
would prove by theſs Topicks; © to: wit, That :the Bead Lan 4 
Scorch Preibyterians had no Perſecution w them. But ut doth farther 
how abſurd it is, if-we confider what he bath wiſely ed, us why 
ro ſpeak outall the truth. Three things he tuppreficth, 1. Seme 
Laws. 2. Some Acts of Council or Orders. given forth by it, whic 
ceeded all the Severity of the Laws. z. Execution of thele Laws ad 
ders,. beyond what cither of chem could warzans. For te aft, in 
AR of Pariitament, Aug. 13. 1670. it 15 declared, chat of 4 inyfter 
Expound Scripture, 'or prey in« bouſe where theve be mare Perſons | 
Houſe contaim, (t is not {aid, than the: Howle can contain) ſo. { 
without .doors, (which might happen wahout the Miniſters or Þ+ 
knowledge, after the work 18 begun, or by the Malice of ſome who 
ſtand Soar doors on purpole to cnſnare thoſe within) ## declered 
Field-Conventicle: and conlequently the Miniſter 'is liable to death, 
he doth his belt, 1o far rocenform tothe Law as to hun that hazy 
the People are liable to forfeie the double'of what in realen they c 

By the lame Att, the Lives ot them that:ſo macet axe exps 
the mercy of their moſt malicious Eneqmes: fornat only a Reward i 
poled to any who will ( tho? without warrant and Order of Law) {a 
ſecure any at ſuch a Meetmy, but they arc.indemmfied for any ſlaughter t 
thall commu mebe epprebending and ſecuring of them. Nathing but t 
ſtraining power of Gad hath prelcrved the Lives of many thouſandy 
were ſo (by this Man's Ingocent Laws) expoſed to the wygll of an un 
and mercilels Crew. Afterwardan At was 'made, declaring, 
only Field, but Howſe-Converticles, should mfer the pain of Deagb tothe 
-FRler, and that a Field-Conventicle thowld be death to all preſent, 
and Hearers, 1685. May, 8. It is by another AQ, #6752. dif 
that where-ever a Muſter, not allowed by « Biſhop, or licenſed by the Cuff 
doth preach and expound Scripture, or pray in bisown Howe, where m 
ſons are preſent than Four, bejide ghe Fanuly, or i» any Fanuly what is ns 
the* none chould be preſent but the Family, that ts « Conwentucle. And - 
<x"ivg ns witht pr wler"mpe: wan 's As aMiniſter leoferh his Will 
wy ithepray.ina Family where he happeneth40 amight ou 
own Houle: Likewiſe pa 1685, Ag. any was. arp t0ck 
138, to be an accuſer of the Brethren, the, Devil's - wark ) about & 
Field Conventicles, or Church-Dilorders, are wluffer as guilty df 
Crimes themſelves; that is, to tuffgr and thus'the Wate orC 
either contribute to takeaway the Like of her Ffusband orFather;aſ 
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life Alſo AR'8. of the , + « WFOS declared Treaſon to 
the Covenaue as Lawful, or Obli though we had ſworn it, 
wy being queſtioned about the Obligation of it,, behoved cither to 
ethemſelves, or ſufferdearh txom the hands of Bloady Men. And 
( Husbands who complyed with the Laws. ( unle& they were alſo. 
y by the Council tobe Loyal which no man-could exped unleſs he 
throughly Epiſcopal , to ſay no worſe ) muſt be fined for theis 
$0or-complyance, which, put Men on this ſore Dilewwa, either 
urally to put torce on his Wives Conſcience; ( which may: be he 
[not Command) or be undone. Beſide this(which is the ſecond _ | 
mentioned) 1t cannat be deriyed that the Privy-Council.gave Orde 
1p ro Officers of the Army, but to every private Souldier, empower- 
n. when they mer any Perſon onthe High way, to examine them 
they were coming from.or going toa Convenucle: And if they 
not by Oath clear themſelves, they were allowedto take from them 
wper-Garment. Yea, afterwardiheiQtheers (lknow not-whether : 
uldiers bad that Pawer):; were warranted to kill whom ever they mer 
nho sbould refuſe to.give theas ſaviefaction about abjucingabe San- 
Declararren. It js true, lober Men did not refule to take that Abs 
; but it was an vnpardllel'd At, to commit the lives of Men to 
s, to kill atthoir pleaſure Men living in Peace, and goingabout 
avful Employments, without proof of a Crimes. or d\ts courtpof 
Augufi 3, 1683 Major Woxein many Counties andibe Eid of 
w, 2 Captain of Hopſe inoeher Cauntices are impoweredto aft. 
its (tho* the ordinary Sheriffs and their Deputies were extecuring * 
2) and to.keep Juſtice Courts; ſothat the Lives and Fortunes of - 
yereat the mecry of theſe ewo Souldiery. Seps. g. the Laird of Cle- 
Wh 2.5ouldier) is: :mpawered to put the Laws im Execution againſt 
wers from the Church, A Commiſſion for judging and executing 
rs even to deathy is given to Crawfund of Ardws/len, Novemb. 9. 
days the like to the E, of Liokubgow, Iconclude with what is wile- 
ved by the Prince of Orange (now our Gracious Soveraign) in his: 
ation tor Scot/aud, about Impriſonments without cauſe alledged, 
gmany to ſwear againſt themſelves, impoſing Arbitrary Fines, in- 
munings on the flendereſt pretencess making Men idcur the danger 
ud Fortune for malt rnocent canverte, with their Relations out- 
i which the Coundellorsdhemaſelves.were guilty, apd beboved 10 
FPardons,, By 1apowring Souldiers 40. obike oe peſk Beabarity 
ds living io quiet, hanging, drowning, os shoormgs (without any. 
; "i ; courle 
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courſe df Liw. The Third"thing i That the Execution did 
both the Laws and Orders of Council, Multirudes of Inſtances may | 
hope ere long will) be given of Men piſtolled, or hanged in cold Blody 
the High-way, on the Fields about their Work, or drag'd our of theirg 
Houſes, becauſe they refuſed todeclare their Opinion of the Murthe 
Arch-'Bisbop of St Andrews : Of the [nſurrettion «Pentland and Both 
Bride, or of the Covenair. It 18 true, it doth not reflect on the 
but it sheweth what ſpirit they were of who made them, in that they 
ployed ſuch Men, and did not punish them tor ſuch Facts, but 
cguntenanced them. | 

*& 8. He cometh howto his Concluſion, to clear the Laws from 
ſecution: And here he th ſome Conſiderations that he taketh for 
gumentative : As that chree Rebellions were raiſed m the ſpace of 2; 1 
But if theſe Rebellions were the Effefts, rather than the Caules of 
Severity (as indeed they were) then his Argument is inconcludent. 
it was ſo with the former two I have oblerved before; for the thi 
may be he isnot ignorant how-it was influenced by that unparallet{ 
ridiculous (but ar it was on a mobrnful Subject) Libel wyer. 
apainſt that Noble Earl that was the Head of that laſurreCion, - 
him guilty of Leefing-making, and lyable to Death tor what un 
Men, andeven'ſome of his Enemies, judged to be below the |: 

Crimes, | He faiths none ever ſuffered for mere Seperation, but m Purſe 
15it not Perſecution to be turned out of a Man's Livelyhood , and 
| aBeggar for worshiping God ? Hefaith likewiſe, "That none ſuffere 
R may bor ſock 4: cameto Church to ſave their Money, —— 
. tended ſcruple of Conſcience. This is ſpokenat random; many luffre 
ly for Conyenticles, who did not fo —_— And I am bold to 
knoweth the contrary of what he here athrmeth. He will have hu... 
cluſion to ſtand, 'Unleſs we will derogate from the Authoruy of King audio | 
liament. That is a miſtake: We queſkion 40 igrns of their Laws, Mod, 
their Authority to make Laws, We may ſay, Nero and Domnu WW - 
Perſecutors,without queſtioning whether they were Lawful Emperf* * 


QUEST. VI 


th 
| Gal may be obſerved from this Author's ConduQ in his .Pam 
what it's to be fleshed in bold averring of whar all the World k,n 
to be manifeſt yntruths: Some by boldn&h and.frequency in telungil they 
\ have come at laſt to believe them as Truths ; "what elſe. could ma 
propole this Queſtion, and anſwer itNegarively? © © 
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'yhether the Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland from the Yer 1662, 103be Year 1686. Gtwed 

wy thing of the Spirit of Perſecution «againſt Preghyrevians? — * ; 

Ve affirm that they did: Hedenyethit, To prove what weadlert, we might bring 2 
me of Hiſtorical inſtances, which 'now to adduce, ſhould ſwel} this. Paper to an un- 
bigneſs, and would anticipate what iti like will be amply, cd inthe Hiſtory of 

tlte Times : A few things 1 hope will not be denyed by any Itapartial Perſon that know. 
Scotch Aﬀairsz and will be ſufficient to evince what we hold in this: One is the 
ops of this Church ſat in Parliament when the above-mentioned Laws were made; 

any of them either Reaſon or Vote againſt any one of them? Yea, it is known that 
were ative Promoters of them ; yea, our Author denyeth nat their conſenting and 
jing co them, tho*' he will not own their being the firſt Movers of them. The former 
jough to our purpoſe, and the latter is rationally ſuſpetted, both from the aftive influ« 
ethat forme of them had in the Government, and from the (pight that on ail occaſions 
ſhewed againſt Men of our way. Another Evidence of this is, the Church- mer in 
ir publick Sermons did frequently inflame both the Magiſtrates and Souldiers toſexecute 
Laws againſt Diſſenters, apd helped theni by DireQon, Intelligence and all the 
that they.could; as thouſands of Inſtances might make appear, A Note of a Sermon 
much talked of, wherein the Judges of Aſſize, or Circuit. Court. (betore whom it was 
hed) were adviſed to dye their Scarlet Robes yet more red in the Blood of theſe Men. 
in, iris known that the Miniſters were the Informers againſt ſuch as did not comp'y 
bithe Laws. It is true, this was enjoyned them by the Rulers: But confcientious Merv 
1d not haye perſecuted them that feared the Lord, at the Command of Men : whereas 
of them gaye ready, chearfu), and forward Obedience to theſe Injunftions. He 
1h of fome of them who did nor, but were chid by the Judges : And we conteſs, they 

x not all Perfecutors but many,. yea, the far greateſt part were. 

1, Now what hath he to fay for vindicating the Clergy from this Imputation ? He tell« 
, The Clergy never Addreſſed the King for punithing the Prerbyterians. ' A goodly 
py! as if there were no other way of compaſliing fuch a walicious Deſign ſave this 
Next, The inferiour Clerg y did wot obey the Order for Iieforming. This is anfwered 2 
4d, and buta few reſufed. He talkethof Bi/bops /bewing All; df Charity, in reliev. 
Neceſoities of Pretbyterians, end mitigating the penalties of the Law whenit was in 
er, «nd that the particulars of this might ſwell bis Paper 10 «great bulk. Aufw. 
Ads it ſeems were very ſecretly done; neither the man's own left Hand, northe 
ion of others could diſcern them. -1{ ſome As of Chariry were done to ſome in 

&, itisno more than what fome Opprefſors have done, firſt made People poor, by 
a pound from them, and then relieved them by giving a penny : notwithſtanding 
vho have givena Cup of cold Water to Sufterers , Ihall not want thelr Reward from 

Lord; nor their Commendation from us, That private and publick witneſiing 
{ Schiſus was all thgt the infttiour Clergy did ageinſt Diſſemers, is ſo falſe an Aſſertion | 

ing can be more falſe. 


"BS W & I - 
ibe Ediſcopal Church of Scotland were -Compliers with the Deſons tor taking awe 
Epiſcopet z Penal Law againſt = Papiſis You] wad 


I vill bere yindicate, bis own Church from this blame, and inthe next Queſtione 
mg hs Eritoga Par inc waver chriuhy the Oheck bf 
er, | } , 
lea ps eyreſegiedia Parliament, = know theſe Patriots did worthily.io _ 
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ing that ill and davgperous Deſign 5 but-we will not own, roar payznter that honow 
Aſſembly were Epiſcopal 3 bowever, they went a farther length in complying withitg 
{ome have freedom to do. - Not a few of them , we hope, will now ſhew, and hay 
ſhewed, that that way' was not their choice : for the Biſhops, he ſcemeth not to dey 
two of the fourteen were forit ; and it is well known how tar theſc two ( and they wer 
therwo Heads, the ArchBiſhops) appeared forit, both in Council, and Parliament: 
that two were deprived, yea, and appeared againſt this deſign, wedeny not : but can he ſay 
that the reſt appeared againſt it in Parliament, when they had the faireſt opportunity, a 
werein a ſpecial manner calledtoit. For the interior Clergy, he will have them all inn 
cent in this marter, becauſe they preached againſt the Dgfirines of Popery z that they prey 
for the Proteſtants in France: and other appearances they made againſt Popery. None 
theſe things we deny ; nor do we cnvy them their due praiſe on this account, yet twothin 
areto be conſidered ; one is, That it was but the praRtice of ſome. Ut is well knownhgy 
many were finfully an4 ſhanefully ſilent ; andfothers], whoy were bo'd to ſpeak, we 
checkt by their Biſhops for it» The otber is, Thatitis very conſiſtent to be againſt; 
DoRtrines of Popery, and yet to be for a Toleration tothem, and againſt their being und 
the hazaid of Penal Laws for their Religion : Whence I inf&r, That his Concluſion doth 
way follow from his Premiſles. 

$ 2. The Zeal that ſome of the Prelatiſls /hew'd for continuance of the Penal Laws, 
__ be conſidered, either with reſpect co Papilts, or to Proteſtant Diſſenters, who mighth 
eaſe by the removal of theſe Laws : the former Part of their Zeal was laudable ;. nott 
latter; which ofthem did preponderate, weare leſt to gueſs: and way be helzed int 
gueſs, by a common principle, that many of them (1 Go notall ) have expreſſed; 
they had far rather that Popery ſhould prevail than Pregbytery : and the aCtings of thee 
men, and of the moſt part ot them, do correſpond with this principle, at this day. \ 
ate the ſentiments of the Prelatiſts in Scotland, about taking off the Penal Laws againſt 
piſts, may be manifeſtly gathered, (unleſs we will abandon all argumentation and! 
rational inference of one thing frem another) it, we conſider what our Prelatical Pati 
ments have declared ; what the Archbiſhops and Biſhops in their Letter to K Jomes, N 
3. 1688. have with much flattery ſaid, and what the Univerſity of St. Andrews, int 
Addreſs tothat ſame King have publiſhed, partly of their adherenceto him, whilethe 
verſion of our Laws and Religion was nat ſecretly, but viſibly carrying on z partly of 
abſolute, irreſiſtable and deſpotick Power that they aſciibe to him z for if he bave 
power to do what he will, and it he was for taking off the force of theſe Laws, (a 
cannot once queſtion) how is it conſiſtent with that unlimitcd obedience that they one 
ſuch a Monacch, that they ſhould not be alſo for removing them ? 


QuzesrTron VIII. | 


Whether the Scotch P recbyterians were complyers with the Deſigns for taling any 
; penal Laws againſt Papiſts ? 


E affirmeth it : Wedeny it : But in this, that Scripturejs fulfilled, P/al. 55, 3. 
caſt iniquity upon me, andin wrath they hate me, Nothing in this Book hit 
ſemblance of truth, and more evidence of 'pight than this. 'And in nothing theuols 
+ . nefsof his Party. andthe integrity of the Presbyterians, did more appear, .thon io i 
that was about taking offtheſe Penal Laws: for his party had. no inducement 9 
- xemoving them, except to pleaſe the King, and to adyance Popery ; but,the Pradſ® 


(31) 
(eecially the Miniſters) were under the ſtrongeſt temptations imaginable to ſhew them= 
firs ſo inclined, ' not only ta gain the tavour of the Court, the want of ,which had been ſo 
ary to them : but alſo becauſe they were to ſhare in the eaſe from heavy perſecution, 
which theſe Laws had brought on them, and on them only ; (for theſe Laws were ſeyerely 
gecuted againft them, but not againſt the Papiſts) and above all this, every Presbyterian 
liniſter in Scotland was liable to death by theſe Laws 3 none had obſerved them, and they 
ight rationally expe&, that the Court, being provoked by their appearing for their con. 
joyance, Might cauſe them to be <xecuted with rigour upon them ; Looms Fonda of all 
his, they took their lives in theit hands, and as they had occaſion ſhewed themſelves againſt 
ting off the Penal Laws againſt Papiſts, meerly out of cn{cience, and out of zeal againſt 
Fopery : whereas the other Party were not ſo faithfu},as was above ſhewed. Their Reaſon. 
x5againſt it on all occafions, and their dealing about it with Members of Parliament, are 
elknown, beſides more publick witneſſing againſt it, as they had occaſion. Neither can 
;be made appear (tor any thing that I could ever learn) that any one Miniſter of our way 
zo another ſentifnent : and for others, two or three, ora very few inſtances of many 
jouſands, isall that can be given, | 
$2, Toprove his Concluſion; viz. That the. Presbyterians were for taking away the 
wal Laws againft Papiſts, he bringeth two Arguments, which a man pretending to reaſon, 
jizht be aſhamed ro uſe : The firſt is. T hey accepted, ard gave thanks for the Indulgence, 
pitbſlanding that they Knew that all the deſigns of Court were for advancing of Popery, Anſ. 
Th:y accepted an Indulgence for themſelves, and gave thanks for that alone : which was 
teir due by- Chriſt's grant and which had injuriouſly been withheld from them : bur that to 
Papiſts, they were no farther concern'd iv, than to lament it ; which they did s and 
incſſed againſt it as they had occafion : For the deſigns of the Court, it was not their pare 
pconſider them farther, then to endeavour todiſappoint them; which they did to the utter 
hoſt of their power, both by warning ancſprinciplirg th: pec ple againſt Popery: andalfo by 


ing what they could to keep the Laws ftanding in turce againit Papiſts. Jt had been a 

nge thing, if they ſhovld have been backward to preach and bearthe Guſpel, when a 

jor was opened for it, becauſe ſome men had ageſigne egos the Goſpel in their opening 
1 


it, Surely their filence and peeviſh refuſing on that occaſion bad been much to the hurt bf 
he Goſpe), forthen Papiſts ( who would not fail to uſe the liberty, for their part )- fheuld 

ye had tHefaireſt occaſion imaginable to miſlead the people, without any to oppoſe them; 
the contrary, their uſing of the liberty was the great mean by which ( with che os 
the Lord ) ſo very few, during that titne of liberty, were perverted to Popery in this: 
Nition: andthey that were ſo drawn away, were noreof our party. Wehave caufeto 
ink, that if we had refuſed to uſe this liberty, this Man, and bis Party, would haye laſhed 
wwith their rongues for ſo'doing, as they now do for the contrary : for they did ſo by ſome, 
whoin ſormer years refuſed to uſe a liberty granted ; which we all know was deſigned for 
he ſame end, But we expe&t not that we ſhall be able to pleaſe thew, whatever courſe 


etake. | . 
F 3.His ſecond Argument is notoriouſly falſe,in all the parts and circumſtances of it;and 


Iaffirm, that a man that knoweth our affairs ſhall not find one word of truth in all bis Jong 
arapraph that he hath p. 24. That chey were ſilent egeinft Popery in X.Jamey's time,is groſ- 
hand notoriouſly falſe ; it is true, fome of them thought the beſt Antidote againſt liberty 
i Popery ( and other ſinful Ways ) to be a ſound work of grace in the Soul, andingag. 
people to be ſeriouſly religious, andtherefore inſifted mainly on ſuch ſubjeAs: yer did 
np to inſtru& people in the controverted points of, our Religion, nor to bold forth: 


evil and danger of Popery in —— For what he faith of the Reycrend and Ty 
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Dr.' Hardy, who. preached faithful ſt a liberty for Popery, that bisB 

* Blamed him, or di owned bim, is we oh ; they did oftca viſit him in the way | 
I had from his own Mouth ; that Epiſcopal Advocates atid Judges pleaded for him al 
quitted him, was no more but what the one ought to dofor thelr Hire, and the other 
bound to by their Places: they acquitted an innocent man when no crime was proye] 


gainſt bim. 
QuesrT. IX. 


Whether Scottiſh Prerbytery in the Church , be conſeflewt with the Legal Monarchy is 
Kingdom. 


F this Author knew us, he would not move this Queſtion, and if he did not hateys, 
were not relolyed to ſay «ll manner of evil ageinſt ws, right or wrong, he weuld 
. (as hedoth) reſolve it inthe Negative. Wehaye no other proofs of the talſhood of wi 
he allerteth, but 1. Experience ; which ſheweth that in many Ages (in which Presbzn 
bath bad place in this Kingdom, as hath been ſhewed above) it did well conſiſt with 
legal Monarchy of it. And 2. that he (nor none elſe ) cannot ſhew what principle 
Prezbyterian Goycrnment, nor what praftice of Presbyterians (that is common to th 
all, orgenecally) js inconſiſtent with Monarchical Government , as it hath becn'by 
owned in this Nation. We deny not but there have been ſome things ated by me 


our Principles, in their Zeal for Religion, which-we do reſolve not to imitate z+ and 
we can clear them (rom that degree of blame that the malice of their enemics caſt 
them, and particularly from being no friends ro Monarcby, and unfaithful co their Ki 


et we hopethe exccſſesthat have been in former Ages, while both partfes were 0 
ted intheir contendings, will be a mean to teach more Moderarion to this and fol) 
Generations, Let us theo hear whathe hath co'ſay for thishis moſt abſurd, malicious, and 
Poſition. After I havetoldthe Reader, that the only thing that can with any ſhew givet 
to ſuch an apprebenſion, is, that Presbyteriansbeing generally the more conſcientiouspar 
the Nation, could not comply with the Luſts of ſome of their Rulers; nor ſubjethe 
cereſt of Religion to their will, while others were ready to abandon Law, Rcligion, 
Reaſon, topleaſe Men: who, in recompence of this, did exalt them aboye 
Brethren. 
$ 2. What heaſlertgth he offereth to praye, trom the oppoſition of the Covens 
Aats of Parliament,the latter giving to the King what the former taketh (rom him. Thel 
thing that he bringeth as an inſtance of this is, That Per, 1. Ch, 2. 4, 2. it i the (i 
prerogative to chaſ Officers of State, Councellors, Judges, but the Covenant maketh thi 
prerogative of the Kirk, in that Art. 4. we ſwear t0 diſcover evil \nflruments, that they 
be brought to Fryel; and confirmeth it, that Auno 1648. itis aſſerted by the Church, 
' Duties _ King and Subjefts are the ſubjeft of Miniſterial DeRrine, (for what hel 
that the Kirk muſt be as infalliblein thi; as at Rome, I paſs it as the froath of a malicious: 
void ofreaſon). A, 1. Theſe paſſages were zo or ſome few years befqre the Aol! 
liament cited : how then can they be chatged as taking, from the. King what he had 
theſe Atts for ſo many years after ? But this is but # ſmall eſtape in this learned Write, 
Will any man of ſenſe ſay, that the power of chudng. Officers is taken from the King; 
cauſe Subjetts are oblidged to' diſcover and complain of ill men,. or becauſe Churd 
may tell Kings and Subjects their. Duties?” ſuch reaſunings are-to be hifſed at, 
lwercd; Hath a maa loſt che priyiledge of chuſing his own ſervarit, becauſe his Son 


H 
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jekatbbiceffa very balman? Another Argument he,bringeth is yet thor. 
«the King's preroget ve cocdil Parliaments ; but Scotch Prebyteriens hold, that: 
lis Aſcemblies, doth not flow immediately from the King, but from Chriſt 4% 
ale 'y engl, ergo Perris flar, isjult as concludent : at affinity is there between 
Ling's power of cal ng Parliaments, and the Churches having no power to call :{lem- 
ſor Religious Matrers * Wedeny not power to the King even to call Church. Aſlem. 
1; neither «pill we cafſany in contempt of the Magiſtrate z but we maintain, that the 
hath from Chrilf an intrinſick power to conyeen about bis Matters. tho the Magi- 
hould negle& to call them : but we confidently deny that the Church of Seoelend ever 
( or thought it fit'to be done ) call an Aſſembly without the Authority of their King, 
he wasa friend to true Religion. Let him ſhew us what Magiſtrate called the Council 
kmentioned, As, 15, Another Argument he taketh from the King's power of dif. 
Parliements inconſiſtent with which, he faith, «5 the 24 Article of the Covenam, ( he 
d have ſaiu the 3d Article) where we bind to maintain the priviledges of Parliament 
q which 5, the Generel Aſſembly, 1648, declareth againſt the Negetive vote in Perlie. 
1 As/, Could any other man have madeſuch an interence.unle(s Predbyterians had de. 
dthat it is not in the King's power to diſſolve a Parliament, but they may fit aslong as 
ywill: which never was ſaid, nor imagined, forthe General Aſſembly, 1648. denyi 
King a Negetive Fote in Parliament: this doth not concern the ſitting of the Pajlia- 
, butthe validity of their deciſions while they ſit ; alſo they ſay very little to thispur. 
only intheir Declarations, July, 31, they ſay, that they ſee not how the priviledges 
liemerts, and the King's Negative Vote cantouſiſt, 1 wiſh thishad beeh'leftto the cog- 
) of Politicians. But what the Al mbly there ſays, was not their ſentiment only, bur 
ke Parliaments both of Exgleand and Scocland at that time ; ſo that bis inference is no 
ragaint Scotch Presbytery, than if he h1d aſſerted the inconſiſtency of Parliaments in 
Nations with the Lega! Monarchy. That was a time when debates about Prerogative 
privilege had iſſued ina bloody War, the reſult of which was the ruine of both : 
snaw the Kings Prerogative andthe priviledges of Parliament being ſetled and ac. 
ledged, andthe King's Negative Vote awned by all, none do more checifully ſubmit 
gal Eſtabliſhment in thel. + 1ings than the Presbyterians do. 
$, He ſaith, The Coyenant depriveth the King of the power of making Laws,becauſe Co. 
wers ſweay to continue in the Covenant all their dayes againſt all oppo/itinn. - A goodly 
quence indeed : We ſwear not ta obey ſinful Laws ergo, the King and Parliament 
make no Laws at all, What he alledgeth in farther proof, Thet the Aſiembly, July, 
1648, deciared ogainſi an AH of 'arliement & Committee of Eſtates, dated in June the 
ler, and in General egainſ! all others m:de in the Common Cauſe withent - conſent of the 
þ, is aslittle tothe purpoſe : For it is not the ſame thing to declare the Laws of Chriſt 
mning the ſinful Laws of Men, and to affirm, that Men may make no Laws without 
durches conſent 4 neither will we-plcad for eyery thing that hath been Afted. -Net- 
ding 4 hope Presbyterians wil learn to give all due deference to the publick 4&s of 
e, even when they cannot comply nor give obedience to them. He farther Arguetb, 
they dexy 20 the King the Preragetive of making Leaguts, and Conrentions of the Subjelis, 
ſethe Covenant was taken without the King. This wasno Aﬀtof Predbyterian Governs 
buran A ofthe Eſtates of Scotland, of all Ranks ; and this they thought tobe tice 
por (ecucing of their Religion from Popiſh Adyerſaries, who defigned to overturnit, 
evard appeared, whentbe Deſign was more ripe, and it was fit to bring itmore above 
þ He provethalſo that Scorch Prexbyterians are againſt this Prerogative ofthe King, 
ih, Jane, 3, 1648. The «4ſſewbly declereth againſt the Bond ſubſcribed by »he Scotch 
&, Oxford, , end infifteth the bigheft Eccleſisſticel Cenſures api thew; and ſuch as 
wiinit, Anſ. Sure be could not obtrude this on the belicl of any, unleſs _ 


”. 
« 


(34) 


Been confident that what he ſaith wowld never be examined :.. For in that A& ofthe; 
bly there is nothing like condemning the King's calling his Subje&s together ; buttheit 6 
demning of a wicked Act that ſome ofthem ( being but in a private capacity ) id 
they were together. For this Bond was not framed nor figned by any Parliament, oy 
Repreſentative ofthe Nation, called by the King, but by a few Lords ſojourning ourgf 
Nation, who met and condemned what was done at home by the Repreſentatives of | 
whole Nation.. This Bond was ſent to the Aſſembly by the Convention of "Eſta of | 
Nation, asthe A& it ſelf ſaxch, that the AſleMhly might give their Opinion about it; | 
they declared the wickedneſs of it, and appointed Church: cenſures againſt the guilty ; \ 
isthere inall this that isderogatory from the King's Prerogative of Convening 
Subjects ? 

| 6, 4. His laſt Effort to prove the inconſiſtency of Monarchy and Presbytery is, Thu 
Presbyterians deny the King's Prerogative of making Peace and War: Which he pro 
becauſc the Afſembly, 1645, Feb, 12. declare them euilty of ſin, and cen/urable, wh 
Bot contribute t0 carry on the War, Anſw. All that the Church did in this was, That 
ſolemn warning to all the Peopleof all Ranks, for convincing them of fin, and poin 
out their Duty to them, among other Dutics, ſuch as Repentance, Reformation, ( 
They held it forth as a Daty for People to obey the Orders of the Eſtates of Parliament 


ward their own Defence when a bloody Army of Barbarous 1ri/h men was in t 
Bowels. 1fthis his Argument can caſt any blame on Presbyterians, *tis this, that thete 
caſes in which they allow the Statesand Body of the Nationto reſiſt the King ſofar, 
hinder him to root out the Religion that is by Law eſtabliſhed among them : And oneſk 

* think that he might have been by thistime convinced that this is not peculiar to Presbyter 
but that all the Proteſtants in Britainare engaged inthe ſame thing. Nor can Capiſtsrepr 
Proteſtants with it, for their Principles runneth yet higher. 


QuEesr. X. 


E bath ſaid much to little purpoſe, he is now comt to his laſt Effort, which doth 
dently threw a fainting Caufe, but ſtrong and growing Confidence: For he 
xicth, 
Whether Scottiſh P yesbytery be agreeable to the general Inclinations of that People? 
This he denyeth; weaffirm it, and wiſh the matter could be pur tothe Poll 
- them that are ſober, and that do any way concern themfelves in Religion :* We & 
rudge them a multitude of debauched Perſons, who hate Presbytery, as the Curboſ 
ſts, and love the other way, under which they might be as bad as they would, vi 
a check ; tho' others could not be (o good as they ſhould without Perſecution , or 
difcountenanced : tho' there want not a great many even of ſuch that never liked Pre 
tho' they could comply with it. Let us alſo ſet afide a ſort of Men, who had theirs 
dence on the Court, oron the Prelates, andcould advance their Intereſts that way. 
» ws ſeclude alſo from this reckoning, the Popiſhly 'affeAted, who were but Prote 
. Maſquerade; and tho' we deny not, that there may be found both among the Minilte 
People ſome ſober and religious Perſuns, who are conſcientiouſly for Prelacy, yet 
are ſo few in Seoclaxd- (and were much fewer before 1662, ſince which time ſome 
been bredto it) that mot one of many hundreds or thouſands is to be found ; and i 
been inall Ages out of Popery) ſeen, that ſo ſtrong and univerſal is the: inclind! 
. People againſt Prelacy, that it never was brought in bur by force and fraud, ar 
- had loag peaceable poſleflion inthis Nation; So that it is well known, * that not a 


lache Parliament, who haye no Zeal for Presbytery it ſelf, yet are for its being ſerled 
| knowing that no other Church Government can ſuit the Genius of this People. 
1. The Proofs that our Author bringeth for his Aſſertion are ſtrangely inconſequen- 
he will not ſay, That the inclingtions of the Nation Repreſentative #« for Prelacy, leſt 
found guilty of Leefing-making, a Crime that he often talketh of, and it ſcems hath 
fudied , and May be ſometime ſtrained his Wit about z but he will prove it of the 
diffuſive of the people, and firſt, of the Nobility, becauſe Precbytery #s againſt Monar- 
and chey own it, This is anſwered. 2. Beeauſc they have taken the Teſt and Decla- 
 Anſ. He confeſleth ſome Peers took neither; and they that did take them, did 
bythat ſhew their inclination ſo much, as what they thought fir to comply with, ra- 
than ſuffer ; how many of theſe, now when there is no force on them, ſhew that it 
not choice, but neceſlity that led them that way ; and many who ſcem to make Con- 
ace of theſe Bonds, yet ſhew no inclination tothe thing that they are bound to, except 
he cooſtraint that they have brought themſelves under. The Gentry he will alſo have 
inclined to Prelacy, becauſe they have taken the Teſt, which is anſwered ; and becauſe 
of them, when liberty was granted, went not to Meeting-bouſes. A ſilly Argument, 
pany did go, and moſt other clave to the former way, becauſe the Law ſtood for it, 
the Meetings ſeemed to be of uncertain continuance, but how few of them now refuſe 
ar the Presbyterians? The Teſtis ſtill the Argument, the Burgeſles muſt be Epiſcopal, 
pſe many of them 100k it. Alſo, becauſe of the rivers of tears ſhed at the Farewel.Sermons 
jr Epiſcopal Minifters O horrid Impudence! Scotland knoweth that where one was 
j, multitudes rejoyced, others carried indifferently, atthe temoval of the few of the 
yhoas yet have been laid aſide ; forthe Clerpy, we yield him all the pang, except 
, and thoſe of the more ſober of them, who declare, that they neverliked Prelacy 


waeſtabliſhed, tho' they thought it Lawful to Preach under it. The ability and 
hofthe Presbyterian Miniſters he laboureth to ridicule, but from ſuch Topicks as are 
rto be deſpiſed than anſwered. Our three Commiſlioners ſent x0 London Anno 1689. 


former three be thinketh not worthy of his notice) he maketh to be the Standard of 
terian abulities : they arc able to abide his cenſure, and to compete with moſt of his 
; but he might know, that among us many are infirm thro! Ageand long Hardſhips, 
are of eminent Abilities ; othevs are fixcd in ſuch Charges, where their Jabour could 
be wanted for ſo long a time: and what he objcReth againſt them who weie ſent 
no weight ; the firſt, that he ofice complyed is moR falſe: he reliſted great Temp- 
asto ſuch complyance, and bare faithful Teſtimony againſt it. The ſecond ſuffered 
isPrinciples in the time of a ſad Diviſion in the Church: The third is no obſcure Per- 
jo 'unknownto this Pamphleteer, from whom, when things went as he wiſhed, good 
hid themſelves, as ftroma Perſecutor. Wecanalſoycild to him the Univerſities and 
dye of Juſtice, aslately ſtated z ſceing none had acceſs to ſuch places but they who 
Epiſcopal : For the Phyſicians, thereare not a few worthy Men of that Faculty, who 
wrfrom inclinations toward Prelacy. ltis a new Topick, nor oken uſed before, That 
away of Religiontsthe beſt, becauſe moſt of the Phyſicians and Lawyers are of it : 
his Diſcourſe will equally prove that Popery is preferrable to Proteſtamiſm ;/ for in 
ft, Italy, Spain, &c. not the multitude only, but all the Church-men, the Univer. 
the Phyſicians and Lawyers are of that way. 1 conclude this our Debate about 
licinations of the people of this Nation to Presbytery, with an Obſervation made by the 
King James, when Duke of York; and in Scotlend ; hearing of diversperſons of Qua- 
who on their Death-bed called for the Aſſiſtance of Presbyterian Miniſters, and re. 
others, though they bad in their life been either regardleſs of ſuch Miniſters , or per- 
mokchem, he ſaid, That the Scors, in whatever Religion they lived, yet generally 
WedPrecbyterians, FINIS. 


